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Are 
cowboys 
itaking you 
g@ for a ride? 


Thousands of people who 
wear artificial legs can now 
have a new spring in their 
step — for free — with a revolu- 
tionary artificial foot. - 

The Quantum foot was de- 


foot, making it possible for peo- 
ple with artificial legs to wear 
sandals or go barefoot, walk 
more easily on slopes and un- 
even ground, and play sports. 


It is the first stage in a new 


generation of artificial limbs, 
being designed by a team at Han- 
gers led by industrial designer 


- Alun Wilcox. The team, which 


includes an aeronautical en- 
gineer and a materials tech- 


‘nologist, was brought in 5 years 


ago to take a fresh look at limb 
design. They spent a year talking 


to patients, physiotherapists, fit- 


ters and manufacturers to find 


__ out what was needed. 


os ae ny 


Among the problems they 
found with the old-style feet 


_ were their weight, appearance 


and lack of flexibility. 

“We decided to work from the 
outside in,” said Alun Wilcox. 
“We believed it was vitally im- 


‘portant to the patient in terms of 


appearance and dignity.” 

The external “cosmesis”’, is 
complete with toes and toenails 
which can be painted. A shaped 
ankle cosmesis attaches almost 
invisibly to form the complete 
foot. There are feet to suit men, 
women and children. 

The internal mechanism con- 


Services for physically dis- 
abled people have been neg- 
lected as health and social 
services have concentrated 
on closing large psychiatric 
and mental handicap hospit- 
als and coping with increas- 
ing numbers of frail and 
elderly people, says a report 
published by the King’s Fund 
Institute last month. 

Last on the List draws 
together information from 
health and social services, 
medical, rehabilitation and dis- 


ability literature. It dubs dis- . 


abled people the “cinderella of 
the cinderella services”, even 
though they were designated a 
“priority group” by the Govern- 
ment in 1981. 

“Disabled people and their 
organisations must not permit 
their needs to remain last on the 
list”, says the report. It calls on 
them to get politically organised 
and for more people with disabi- 
lities to be involved in service 
design and management. 


Which foot ts real? 


sists of two sprung plates, which 
reproduce the flexing action be- 


tween the foot and heel as you: 


walk. They also give the side-to- 
side movement normally pro- 
vided by the ankle. 

A device to adjust the heel 
height by simply pressing a hid- 
den spring at the ankle is still at 


the design stage. At present if an.,, 


amputee wants to wear a diffe- 
rent height heel they have to go 
back to the fitter to have their 
foot adjusted. 

As Debbie Jackman, 23, ex- 
plained: “To try on a new pair of 
shoes in a shop would mean hav- 
ing to take off my foot and adjust 
it with a spanner.” 


Physically disabled people are 


“The ideal of flexible, 
individually-tailored packages of 
care and of integrated, compre- 
hensive services remains empty 
rhetoric in most places,” it says. 

The real picture is one of 
chaotic, fragmented services 
provided in a piecemeal fashion 
by the statutory authorities, with 
most disabled people receiving 
little or no practical help with 
personal and household care. 

No area of provision escapes 
criticism. There are “major in- 
adequacies” in the way primary 
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Debbie has worn a Quantum 
foot for 11 months. She is an ex- 
pert table tennis player and will 
be taking part in the Paralympics 
in Seoul in October. “I tried my 
old foot the other day and really 
noticed the difference — I won- 
der how I ever managed with it!” 

Student Bruce McLelland, 17, 


_is also delighted with his new 


foot. “It is light and really has 
spring to it,” he said. 

The Quantum foot has now 
been approved for supply by Dis- 
ablement Service Centres. 
Amputees who are interested 
should ask their prosthetist. It 
will soon be able to be attached 
to most limb systems. 


“last on the list” 


and secondary health services 
deal with the general health care 
of disabled people, it says. One 
study found that two-thirds of 
the young adults in its sample 
had health problems not being 
attended to. 

Respite and day care is poorly 
developed, says the report. 
Advice and counselling is in- 
adequate. There is a national 
shortage of adapted housing and 
no effective national rehabilita- 
tion network. Supply of aids and 
equipment is split between 
health and local authorities mak- 
ing “rational distribution im- 
possible.” 

The failure of the statutory 
services to cater for disabled 
people highlights the need for 
action on community care poli- 
cy, concludes the report. 


Last on the List: community ser- 
vices for people with disabilities, 
by Virginia Beardshaw, King’s 
Fund Institute, 126 Albert 
Street, London NW1. £7.95. 
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ae Sturdiness 


he Sherwood Shower Stool B138 made in 
steel with large non-marking feet, with sealed 
and padded. seat set 


at an le, and a 
backrest for added 
safety. B139 also has 
armrests. 


: HOMECRAFT SUPPLIES LTD 
Low Moor Estate, Kirkby in Ashfield, § 
____ Notts. Tel: 0623-754047 __ $ 


Nicaragua’s 
children 


of the 
revolution HA 


DHSS ministers face enor- 
mous increases in their pub- 


lic spending as results come ~ 


in of the first national survey. 
of disabled people in 20 
years. 

The survey, by the Office of 
Population Censuses and Sur- 
veys, will be published as a series 
of reports. The first, in Septem- 


ber, covers the number of dis-~ 


abled adults in Britain. It is said 
there are now 6 million, double 
the number in the last survey. 

The second report, due in 
November, revealing their finan- 
cial circumstances, will show 
that many live in poverty. 

Using the 6 million figure, the 
Disability Alliance, an umbrella 
group of over 100 disability orga- 
nisations, estimates that there 
are probably 4 million elderly 
disabled people. . 

“This finding has crucial im- 
plications. for. policies. for dis- 
abled people”, organiser Linda 
Lennard told Nicholas Scott, 
Minister for the Disabled, in a let- 


ter last month. “Social security. 


policy has largely ignored the 
needs of disabled pensioners.” 

A report on services for dis- 
abled adults is due next year, and 


- there will probably be similar re- 


ports on disabled children. 


Survey shakes DHSS 


The cost to the DHSS of meet- 
ing the needs brought to light in 
the survey has been put at almost 
double the existing £5bn 
budget, fueling the Depart- 
ment’s case for more money. | 
Public spending. discussions 
come to a head in the gutumn. 

The -survey was planned in 
1983 to give the DHSS much 
needed information on which to 
base decisions about disability 
benefit. Yet social security 
changes went ahead in April this 
year, despite appeals from dis- 
ability organisations for the -in- 
comes of disabled people to be 
fully protected pending the sur- 
vey findings and a full review of 
benefits. 

The Government has been 
criticised for “sitting on” the first 
report since May and publishing 
it during Parliament’s summer 
recess to avoid discussion. 

Jean Martin, principle social 
survey officer at the OPCS, says 
16 weeks from draft approval to 
publication is normal. “There 
has been no indication what- 
soever of a deliberate hold up”. 

She says the large increase in 
disabled people is partly because 
the new surveys have included 
people with mental disability and 
those without self-care problems. 


to a trusty Batricar! 


you want, when you want! 

You don't need a licence or 
road tax and you can find out 
how simple it is to use when 


Getting around has never been easier thanks 


With a choice of models, different colours, 
a long range and great hill and kerb 
climbing capabilities, the all-British 
Batricar means youcan go anywhere 


you have a FREE no- obligation 
test-drive. So, clip the coupon today! 
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Please arrange a FREE home demonstration O 


Please send me your brochure on: g 
i BatricarL] Poweride Scooter] Beta Scooter] Entire Range (1 | 
Name Tel. 
5 Address R 
f == Batricar Limited, FREEPOST, 
=2B Chard, Somerset TA20 1BR. 
a aT 
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Letters to the Editor 


Disability Now 12 Park Crescent London W1N 4EQ 


Careers 

e e 
information 

I read with interest your article 
in the July issue on the 2 young 
people and their career plans. I 
think this kind of positive image 
is extremely important, and look 
forward to reading more in the 
series. 

Could I ask, however, that you 
amend your paragraph on 
careers information? 

The careers service is part of 
the local education authority 
and, as such, totally separate 
from the Jobcentre. In practice, 
of course, special needs careers 
officers and disablement reset- 
tlement officers (DROs) will 
work. closely together, but as 
complementary rather than in- 
terchangeable services. 

Each LEA will have at least one 
special needs careers officer, and 
there may well be a team of 
SNCOs, depending on how the 
organisation is structured. Their 
particular expertise is likely to 
lie in helping with decision- 
making around school-leaving 
and post-16 provision, including 
FE, employment and training. 
Contact 
however, till clients are well- 
settled into appropriate provi- 
sion, post-education. 

Jane Pitcher 

Specialist Adviser, Special Needs 
ILEA 

9 Carmelite Street 

London EC4Y OJE 


Disabled parents 
support network 


I was interested in Jo O’Farrell’s 

letter (DN July) about the need 

for support for disabled parents. 
Arthritis Care’s 35 Group pro- 

vides just that kind of support for 

people with arthritis and can be 

contacted through this office. 

Jean Gaffin 

Chief Executive, Arthritis Care 

6 Grosvenor Crescent 

London SW1X 7ER 


is often maintained, - 


How to finda 
chiropodist 


Our attention has been drawn to 
the article, “Feet First!” (DN 
April). 

The information on seeking 
out a chiropodist is most impor- 
tant. However, your article gave 
the impression that the only 
chiropodists to seek out were 
those who were state registered. 

There are far more qualified 
chiropodists than state reg- 
istered ones and many of them 
are trained to a higher level. 
Therefore, if you are in any 
doubt you should contact, your 
doctor to seek his or her advice 
as to whom to contact for a qual- 
ified chiropodist. 

Alternatively, look for the let- 
ters MSSCh, MBBChA, which in- 
dicate the member is a fully qual- 
ified chiropodist, professionally 
insured and operating to a strict 
code of practice. These chir- 
opodists are registered members 
of the British Chiropody Associa- 
tion. 

Should you have difficulty in 
finding a member of the BCA, 
look for the above letters in your 
local telephone directory Yel- 
low Pages, or you may contact 
the secretary of the BCA, The 
New. Hall, Bath Road, Maiden- 


head, Berkshire SLO 4LA. Tel: © 


(0628) 32440 or 32449. 
Michael J Batt 

Hon President ; 
British Chiropody Association 


Limb centres 
should hire 
amputees 


Replying to M Dullam’s letter 
(DN June), | have worn a below 
knee leg since I was 20. lam now 
62. 

I am sorry they had so much 
aggro from the Limb Centre, but 


with time always at a premium in. 


these places, the fitter’s job is a 


difficult one. I have for years 
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Are you looking for 
something new in 
wheelchairs which combine 
mobility, comfort and 
exceptional value? 

Then consider our CURRENT 
RANGE. 

@ ELAN Mk 2 powered, 
transportable wheelchair 
with unique kerb-climber and 
folding back. 


@ The BADGER (illustrated) a 
new concept in powered 
wheelchairs providing total 
all day support and comfort. 
@ Ultra lightweight (from 
27\bs) folding manual and 
transit wheelchairs. 
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wondered why I had to wait 5 
months for a limb, except last 
year it turned up in 7 weeks! 
Artificial legs do not come 
comfortable; they have to be 


“broken in” and my years of ex- - 


perience have taught me it can 
take a good year to do this. 
Patients are not told enough 
about them in the first place and 
it always amazes me that if some- 
one does attempt to explain, 
they have their own legs. It 
needs someone who wears a leg 
to speak to new amputees. 
Mrs Doris Hymans 
Polegate, East Sussex 


Mum campaigns 
for better buggy 


I am the mother of a 4-year-old 
disabled boy called Adam. 

We have recently been given a 
Maclaren Major buggy, standard 
issue from ALAC for disabled 
children. 

In common with many other 
parents and professionals I am 
not at all happy with it. My main 
complaint is that the seat offers 
very litthé support. All the ex- 
perts we see agree how bad this 


kind of hammock-style arrange- ‘ 


ment is for posture. 

I am also disgusted that Mac- 
laren manufacture neither a 
shopping tray nor a rain-cover 
for the buggy. I am sending a let- 
ter to Maclaren outlining my 
complaints. 

I am attempting to obtain as 
many signatures, letters, com- 
ments and personal experiences 
as possible in ordeg {@.try. to, se- 
cure an improvement in the Ma- 
jor buggy. I would be most grate- 
ful for your help in this cam- 
paign. 

Diane Crichton 

95 Cyprus Street 
Stretford 
Manchester M32 8BE 


BT, rent usa 
cordless phone! 


My wife and I are both disabled 
and have been trying for some 
months to persuade British Tele- 
com to rent us a cordless phone, 
but to no avail. 

Everyone we speak to tells us 
that BT does not rent this type of 
phone, but no-one will tell us 
why. We can’t afford to buy one 
and we certainly could not 
afford to pay BT's call-out 
charges. 

In desperation, I have written 
to the chairman of BT’s “Action 
for Disabled Customers” to see if 
anything can be done that will 
change BT’s attitude. 

And, as lam sure my wife and I 
are not the only ones in this posi- 
tion, here is the name and 
address of the chairman: Mr R 
Worsley, BT Action for Disabled 
Customers, Room B4036, BT 
Centre, 81 Newgate Street, Lon- 
don EC1A 7AJ. 

I would ask that any of your 
readers who are in need of a 
cordless phone and who cannot 
afford to buy one write to him 


and add their argument to ours. 
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Adam Crichton with his mother, Diane. 
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_ less phones are going on trial 


‘ others, changes 


Mark it ‘Private and Confidential’ 

— that way it will stand a better 

chance of being read by him. 
Many thanks for an enjoyable 

newspaper. 

J B Hackett 

St Austell, Cornwall 

A BT spokesman says the whole 


question of renting cordless. 


phones is under review and BT 
is aware that people want to. 
Because the present phones 
(starting with the Freeway at 
£79.95) are all imported, BT 
have not been able to offer ren- 
tal, but new British-made cord- 


later this year. If they are suc- 
cessfully launched, there may 
be a chance of renting — Editor. 


Cinema advert — 
agency replies 


Obviously we are concerned 
that Mr Findlay (DN July) 
should object to the “Adam” 
commercial and feel that it 
undermines people with cere- 
bral palsy. 

The purpose of the commer- 
cial was to change the public’s 
attitude towards disabilities by 
showing that people with disabi- 
lities are in every way the same 


. as able-bodied people. We have 


carried: out some research that 
suggests the commercial does 
achieve this aim well. 

In this way we hoped to break 
down barriers which currently 
exist because of ignorant pre- 
judice. 

We are grateful to. have re- 
ceived Mr Findlay’s views on the 
execution and will certainly 
bear his points in mind in future 
work which we produce for The 
Spastics Society. 

Debra Van Gene 
D’Arcy Masius Benton & Bowles 


Memories wanted 


I would be most grateful for any 
help your readers can give me 
with an Oral History covering on 
tape the memories and life stor- 
ies of people with disabilities in 
the Calderdale area. 

It is sponsored by Pennine 
Heritage and funded by the 
Training Commission (formerly 
the MSC). 

The project will also include 


’ work with people whose lan- 


guage is signing. 

We do not consider that be- 
cause a person has a disability he 
or she is any the less a contribu- 
tor to our history and heritage. 

The areas we seek to examine 
include: life stories, coping with 
disability, effects of disability on 
education, attitudes — self and 
in attitudes, 
work, social life and rela- 
tionships, architecture and dis- 
ability, sense of identity. 

I would be most grateful to 
hear of any experiences readers 
may have had. 

Jim Popps MA 

Project Manager 

Pennine Heritage 

The Birchcliffe Centre 
Hebden Bridge HX7 8DG 


by Julian Marshall 


DN’s diary column 


Gothic monstrosity 

A disabled Somerset man has 
entered the record books, but 
congratulations are hardly in / 
order, and hopefully it’s a record | 
nobody will ever beat. Billy Fry, — 
who has cp, celebrated his 90th 
birthday last month in the : 
Gothic gloom of Williton 
Hospital near Taunton — 76 years. 
after his admittance in 1912, at 
the age of 14. The Guinness - 
Book Of Records believe his stay 
has no parallel in Britain. The 
Williton Poor Law Union, asit | 
was then, was designed by Sir : 
Gilbert Scott, architect of the 
Albert Memorial and St Pancras 
Station, but according to the 
Poor Law Union archives, its 
impressive facade hid a far from 
attractive world. Inan age when 
the original Victorian values still 
held sway, Billy Fry’s fellow 
inmates were the elderly poor, 
evicted from their tied cottages, 
orphans, and “fallen women”. 
They paid for their keep with an _ 
original form of Workfare (the 
American work-for-benefits 
scheme )— dawn-to-dusk rock 
breaking— wore shirts 
embroidered with a “W” and 


1 


lived on gruel. We can only hope 


that our society has learnedits  ~ 
lessons: disabled people aren't _ 
criminals,andwecan’texpect — 
care to pay for itself. 


Tomorrow’s world ; 
What kind of life do you think 

you will have in the year 2001? 
One of the final entries in the 
Faraday 2001 Time Capsule 
competition tries to predict. 
Dublin’s Senior College entry is a 
futuristic view of how 
information technology may 
affect life for disabled people. 
They envisage them having the 
chance to sample life in a space 
station, riding around on earth in © 
“air cars” and benefiting from 
increased facilities for shopping 
and studying from home. The 
students also express the hope 
that “scientists of the future will 
be more caring, sensitive and 
successful in making the worlda _ 
better place for disabled 

people.” Only scientists? 


| . Perhaps the students thought 


hoping for more sensitive, caring | 
politicians was simply too far- 
fetched, even for science fiction. 


Fruity 

Inside the computer section of 
Spinal Network, the highly- 
praised and all-encompassing 
American reference book for 
people with spinal cord injuries 
(to be reviewed), is the latest 
example of US Disability Pride. A 
computer whizzkid describes 
himself as a “kumquat” —a Kute 


- Upwardly Mobile Quad. That’s a 


yuppie with quadraplegia to you 
and me. 


Waterfall 

Good news for for anyone witha 
bladder problem — there is nowa 
free magazine devoted to the 
subject of incontinence and its _ 
management. Home & Dry (!)is 
available from the Subscriptions 
Department, c/o In Care Medical 
Products, 43 Castle Street, 
Reading, Berks RG1I 7SN.Buta 
word of warning: the front cover 
of No 1 isa photo ofa huge, 
spouting, cascading waterfall, so 
take care opening the envelope. 
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Game, set and match against Simon Hatt at the 


yr, 


. DISABILITY NOW. — AUGUST 1988 


Mike Floyd 


oe 


second Alternative 


Wimbledon in June, run by the National Wheelchair Tennis 
Association. Tournament organiser Gordon Gibbins of the London 
borough of Hammersmith and Fulham hopes to hold .an inter- 
national competition this month. Any takers? 


Diabetes increasing while 
research loses momentum 


More and more young people 
are developing diabetes, says the 
first major report on the disease 
in the UK, published in June by 
the British Diabetic Association. 

The number of young people 
with diabetes has more than 
doubled since 1968 with 18,000 
now aged under 20. That figure 
grows by 3,200 a year. Altogether 
1 million people in the UK are 
estimated to have the disease. 

Despite active research here 
and abroad, the cause of most di- 
abetes is still not known, 
although heredity plays a part. 

Quoting a BDA publication on 
the funding of diabetes research 
in. the UK, the report warns: 
“There is a very real danger that 
expertise and the overall 
momentum of research may be 
lost in the present restricted 
financial climate.” 

Present treatment of diabetes 
does not depend on high tech- 
nology, says the report. Educat- 
ing the patient is more impor- 
tant. 

Diabetes nurses, who work 
between the patient, the GP and 
the hospital clinic, “play an in- 
creasingly important part in 
achieving good control, being 
readily available to provide ex- 
pert.advice and being undoubt- 
ably the best educators’, says the 
report. By 1987, 75 per cent of 
Health District had at least one. 


The dietician is also an essen- 
tial member of the team and is 
“probably the second most im- 
portant educator”. 

The report recommends: 

* Each Health District should 
have a plan for care of people 
with diabetes, involving both 
GPs and: the consultant at the 
District General Hospital, and at 
least one physician with special 
experience of diabetes. Children 
should be looked after by one 
paediatrician. 

* The District Diabetes Physi- 


_cian should lead a diabetes team 


including specialist nurses, dieti- 
cians and chiropodists. 

* Education programmes must 
be organised. 

* A system of regular checks 
especially of eyes, feet and blood 
pressure must be set up and 
would be most easily achieved 
by a computer register of all di- 
abetics in the District. 

* A District Diabetes Centre 
would provide a base for the di- 
abetes team and facilities for 
education sessions. Anyone with 
diabetes, including those under 
the sole care of their GP, should 
be able to visit or telephone for 
expert advice and help. 


Diabetes in the United Kingdom 
— 1988, free from British Diabe- 
tic Association, 10 Queen Anne 
Street, London W1M OBD. 


Drivers: just call for service 


The days of having to sound your 
horn, flash your lights, arrange a 
visit or ask a passer-by to help 
when you want to fill your car up 
may soon be over. A new system 
enabling disabled people to call 
for assistance is catching on 
around the country. 

Servicecall, featured on 
Tomorrow’s World, consists of a 
receiver which picks up a signal 
from a small hand-held transmit- 
ter carried by the disabled per- 
son. The transmitter is simply 
aimed at the receiver and press- 
ed. This alerts the petrol station 
attendant that you need help. If 
someone is available a light on 
the receiver will flash to let you 
know they will be coming. 


Servicecall’ has been spon- 
sored by BP Oil Ltd, who with 
other petrol station companies 
including Shell, Esso and Mobil 
have placed large orders for the 
receivers and have already in- 
stalled them in almost 100 fore- 
courts. Transmitters are on sale 
at the stations. 

It will soon be available in 
banks too. 

Servicecall has been approved 
by RADAR, the Disabled Drivers 
Motor Club and the Disabled 
Drivers Association. 

The battery-operated trans- 
mitter costs £24, the receiver 
£58. To order write to Service- 
call Systems Ltd, Millford Lane, 
Bakewell, Derbyshire DE4 1DX. 
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Prince pushes further education 


Rex Features 


The Prince of Wales sees further 
education for people with dis- 
abilities as “of enormous and 
growing importance”. He be- 
lieves “we are wasting a rather 
valuable resource if we deny 
these young people access” to it. 

Last month he called on edu- 
cational services and social ser- 
vices to work together in asses- 
sing and meeting the needs of 
disabled students. He also 
wanted ‘schools and further 
education colleges to liaise with 
careers advisers, employers, 
government bodies, parent 
groups and disability organisa- 
tions to improve education and 
work opportunities for them. 

“Collaboration and consulta- 
tion are essential if we are to 
avoid the sort of duplication and 
misunderstanding that can so 
easily occur”, he said. 

“And perhaps of even greater 
importance, students them- 
selves must be consulted about 
their own needs. Too often, 
education for those with disabili- 
ties has been treated as some 
kind of charity... The aim should 
be to see that the student, the 
college and other agencies work 
out a _ realistic programme 
together.” 

The Prince was appealing to 
over 200 education officers, col- 
lege principals and heads of 
training Organisations, as well as 
disabled representatives, to pool 
their ideas and come up with 
some practical results. 

While he acknowledged that 
improvements could be expen- 
sive, he believed that more care- 
ful planning could overcome 
many of them — for example, 
locating classes for students us- 
ing wheelchairs in ground floor 
rooms. “Flexibility”, he said, 
“costs nothing”. 

The conference, held in Lon- 
don and chaired by Baroness 
Warnock, was to launch new 
guidelines for further and con- 
tinuing education for people 
with disabilities, based on good 
practice. The guidelines have 
been produced by members of 


The Austin Rover Mobility Scheme could bring 
you up to 17% off the list price of a Mini, Metro, 


Maestro, Montego or Rover 200. 


And with such a range to choose from, you'll find 
the ideal car to suit your requirements. 

The Scheme is open to anyone with a Mobility 
Allowance, including relatives of people unable to 


HRH The Prince of Wales 


The Prince of Wales’ Advisory 
Group on Disability and repre- 
sentatives from voluntary orga- 
nisations such as the National 
Bureau for Students with Disabi- 
lities (formerly the National 
Bureau for Handicapped Stu- 
dents ), The Spastics Society and 
the RNIB, 

Learning Options aims to 
promote “discussion, decision 
making and action” among col- 
leges and educational author- 
ities. 

Starting from the premise that 
“Students who are disabled have 
the same rights of access to 
further and continuing educa- 
tion as any other citizen”, it sets 
out 29 points covering the need 
for coherent national and local 
policies, joint planning, training 


_college staff, and a college code 


of practice with a senior mem- 
ber of staff to implement it; also, 
how to meet individual needs 
and the role of other agencies. 
“The guidelines were laun- 


ched to coincide with the Educa- 
tion Reform Bill when governing 
bodies are being reconstituted 
and everything is up in the air”, 
said Richard Stowell, director of 
the National Bureau for Students 
with Disabilities. “This is a 
chance to reconsider education- 
al needs”. 

At present there are 55,000 
disabled students, 18,000 of 
them on full-time courses. 

Reactions to the guidelines 
seem favourable. “A very good 
agenda for action”, said Derek 
Brown, secretary of the North 
West Regional Advisory Board 
for Further Education. But he 
was disappointed that the Goy- 
ernment spokesman, MP Robert 
Dunn, gave no indication in his 
speech of how improvements 
might be funded. 

“The guidelines are excellent, 
clear and simple, and we shall 
get them into colleges and study 
them carefully”, said Andrew 
Collier, chief education officer 
for Lancashire. “More would be 
done if they had teeth”, he 
added. He would like a statutory 
structure for special needs with 
local and national commitment 
to “dedicated” funds. 


Learning Options, The Prince of 
Wales Advisory Group on Dis- 
ability, 8 Bedford Row, London 
WCIR 4BA, tel: 01-430 0558/9, 
50p. Also available on tape. 


*Government amendment to Edu- 
cation Reform Bill, see page 4. 


RNIB sponsors blind workers 


The RNIB has launched a new 
Sponsored Employment Scheme 
(SES). It is an alternative to shel- 
tered workshop employment, 
enabling visually impaired peo- 
ple to work within their own 
capacity alongside able-bodied 
people in ordinary workplaces. 
RNIB employs the workers 
and pays them the going rate for 
the job, as well as taking on em- 
ployer’s responsibilities. The 


company pays RNIB according 
to the amount the worker can 
achieve. RNIB receives financial 
support from the Department of 
Employment under its Sheltered 
Placement Scheme. 


For details about the scheme 
contact Roger Hinds, RNIB Em- 
ployment Services, 224 Great 
Portland Street, London WIN 
OAA, tel: 01-388 1266. 


Choose the ideal car. 
Get the ideal discount 


also qualify. 


drive. Other registered disabled persons, Private Car 
Allowance holders and current trike owners may 


Please send the coupon for details, which will 
include a list of the Main Austin AUSTIN ROVER 


Rover Dealers and Distributors who Begg” 


are trained and ready to help you. MOBILITY SCHEME 


To: Mobility Scheme, Austin Rover, Longbridge, P.O. Box 395, Birmingham B31 2TB. Please send me details of your Mobility Scheme. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS 


Lords win 
victory on poll 
tax rebates... 


The Government suffered one of 
its rare defeats of this Parliamen- 
tary session at the Committee 
stage of the Local Government 
Bill in the Lords on 5 July. 

By 124 votes to 119 the Lords 
passed an amendment which 
will ensure that disabled people 
on income support or low in- 
comes will receive 100 per cent 
rebates of their poll tax. 

Lord Allen (Independent) 
moved the amendment, spon- 
sored by The Spastics Society, 
NCVO, MENCAP, RNIB and 
RADAR. It says that where the 
Government’s own _ rebate 
scheme does not refund the full 
amount the disabled person is li- 
able for, this difference could be 
made up by a “community 
charge additional element.” 

Lord Allen gave the example 
of an elderly couple looking after 


- two disabled adults. Even under 


the Government’s proposed re- 
bate scheme they could end up 


having to pay £25 for each dis- 
abled ‘person if they live in an 
area with high poll tax, as the 
scheme would only refund the 
average amount paid. In such 
cases the new “additional ele- 
ment” would cover the shortfall, 
said Lord Allen. 

Without the amendment 
financial pressure on poor dis- 
abled people would increase and 
“one is bound to ask where the 
Government thinks the money is 
coming from,” he said. - 

He feared the consequence 
for many would be to leave the 
community and go into residen- 
tial care. 

The amendment was sup- 
ported by Lords from all sides of 
the House. Viscount Ingleby (In- 
dependent) argued that it is 
wrong to penalise the poor just 
because they live in high spend- 
ing areas, especially if they are 
severely disabled. 

Lord MacIntosh (Labour) 
argued that it still kept the Gov- 
ernment’s central requirement 
that people would have to pay a 
certain proportion of their in- 
come to local government. 

But the Earl of Caithness, re- 
plying for the Government, said 
he could not accept the amend- 
ment. He felt it was saying that if 
you were disabled you would 
not want to be involved in local 
politics. It was important that 
local authority spending deci- 
sions had an impact on all charge 
payers and the amendment 
would destroy that principle, he 
argued. 

He agreed that some house- 
holds would pay more under the 
new system but saw no reason 
why, on average, disabled 
people would pay more than 
they.do now. 

* Stop press Sadly, the Govern- 
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ment used its majority to reverse - 


the amendment in the Commons 
on 19 July. 


...and charity 
rates concessions 


However, the  ~Government 
made an important concession 
on the rates paid by charity 
shops, which could save. char- 
ities millions of pounds ofa year. 
Doug McKenzie 


Lord Allen 
At the moment charity shops 
receive mandatory relief from 


rates of 50 per cent and discre- 
tionary relief for up to the re- 


maining 50 per cent. But they 


faced huge increases to their 
rates bills under the proposed 
uniform business rate, which 
will be much higher than the 
present business rate charged by 
many councils. : 
Pressed by Tory and Opposi- 
tion. peers, .the Government 


- agreed to increase the amount of 


centrally funded mandatory re- 
lief to 70 per cent. 

Even more importantly, it sup- 
ported an amendment moved by 
Lord Hayter (Independent) to 


increase the mandatory rate re- 
lief on other charitable property 
from 50 to 80 per cent. This 
amendment had the backing of 
voluntary organisations  co- 
ordinated by NCVO. 

Lord Caithness said the Gov- 
ernment recognised that some 
organisations would like to have 
seen 100 per cent mandatory re- 
lief, while some peers argued 
that the original 50-50 balance 
was the right one. 

He said the concession was 
necessary if charities were not to 
face a massive extra financial 
burden under the new system. 


LEAs to consider 
special needs 
students up to 19 


Local authorities will be obliged 
to consider the requirements of 
disabled people with special 
educational needs up to the age 
of 19, under a new amendment 
to the Education Reform Bill. 

Introducing the amendment 
for the Government during com- 
mittee stage on 28 June, Baro- 
ness Hooper noted that many 
peers had: expressed concern 
that Local Education Authorities’ 
duties towards special needs 
pupils up to age of 19 should be 
made explicit in the Bill. 

She recognised that. the 
amendment did not go as far as 
some Lords might have wished, 
because it did not specify exact- 
ly how LEAs should discharge 
their duties to these pupils. 

Baroness David (Labour ) wel- 
comed the concession, but criti- 
cised the fact that there would 
not be an absolute duty to pro- 
vide specific services. 

Brian Lamb 


Designs for disability now need m 


Students on the London College 
of Furniture’s Design of Equip- 
ment for Disability course dis- 
played prototypes of their ideas 
at the college’s Summer Show 
last month. 

The one-year post-graduate 
course, which currently has 6 
full-time and two part-time stu- 
dents, is the only one in the 
country of its kind. It is open to 


people with a qualification in de- 

sign or in one of the caring pro- 

fessions, such as physiotherapy. 
Among the designs on show 


-was a “forward-tilt straddle seat” 


for a boy with athetoid cerebral 
palsy, designed by Jane McCann 
at the request of a physiotherap- 
ist, as there was no seating on the 
market suitable for him. The 
position the seat holds him in re- 


Prone & Supine Boards 


Freedom Stander 


Corner Chairs 


Therapy Swings 


Potty Chairs 


Foam Wedges 


Bath Chairs 


¢ e 
Tricycles 


Side Lying Boards 


Adjustable Tables 


Rolls, Blocks, etc 
> Rift 


EQUIPMENT FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN & ADULTS 
Fully illustrated CATALOGUE available free 
Robertsbridge, E. Sussex TN32 5DR— phone 0580 880626 


Katherine Ruddock’s make-up holder for women with one arm, or 


anufacturers 


hemiplegia, is designed to look attractive on a dressing-table. 


laxes his spasms and allows him 
to work and play. 

A contact lense kit, designed 
by Julianne Taylor, which helps a 
person with the use of only one 
hand to clean, rinse and insert 
contact lenses more easily could 
be taken up by a contact lense 
manufacturer. It would also be 
ideal as a travel kit. 

Karen Donald, a physiotherap- 
ist, designed a support for the 
affected arm of a stroke patient 
which will aid in rehabilitation. 
Made of plastic, lined for com- 
fort with a cloth-covered bag fil- 
led with polystyrene balls, it can 
be fitted on to the arm of a chair 
or wheelchair. 

Katherine Ruddock’s design 
for a mobility support system for 
more severely disabled children 
with cp has already attracted the 
interest of a Swiss manufacturer. 

It looks rather like a walking 
aid but is intended to help the 
child get mobile by starting 
them off in a prone position and 
in time moving them up to a for- 
ward tilted walking stance 


‘Emma Tumin, deaf since birth, 
designed these blocks for deaf 
babies. As well as being fun 
toys, they allow for early learn- 
ing of British Sign Language. 


where they carry their own 
weight. It also has an add-on 
“bumper” in bright coloured 


plastic, to make it look fun and | 


appealing to children. Katherine 
has been short-listed for the 
year’s Medic Design Awards. 


NEWS 
IN BRIEF 


BT to develop 
special phones 


British Telecom have started a 
£300,000 programme to de- 
velop specialised phones for dis- 
abled users. The money is to 
fund pre-production costs to 


‘keep the sale prices level with 


BT’s standard products. 

The announcement coincided 
with the donation of a plaque for 
BT’s London HQ by Opportuni- 
ties for the Disabled in recogni- 
tion of the company’s help to dis- 
abled customers and staff. 

Another BT innovation that 
will make life easier for some dis- 
abled people is lower mounted 
pay phones. After talking to 
RADAR and the Association for 
Research into Restricted 
Growth, BT have agreed to in- 
stallall new cardphones 6 inches 
below the present normal height 
(54 inches to the heighest oper- 
ating point). Phones already in- 


_ stalled will not be changed. 


New facilities 

in Birmingham 

The. Birmingham Hippodrome 
has just finished improving its 
facilities for disabled people at a 
cost of £150,000. Twenty-eight 
people in wheelchairs can now 
watch a show, compared to only 
two before. Birmingham City 
Council, West Midlands Fire Au- 
thority and local disability orga- 
nisations helped meet the cost of 
the new facilities, including a lift 
which can be operated from a 
wheelchair, improved access to 
stalls and public areas and an in- 
duction loop system. An_ in- 
formation leaflet is available 
from the Birmingham Hippod- 
rome, Hurst Street, Birmingham. 


Foster care advice 


A project to promote and sup- 
port foster care for disabled chil- 
dren and young people, by de- 
veloping an information - and 


- advice service, has been started 


by the National Foster Care Asso- 
ciation. It is funded by a grant 
from the Joseph Rowntree 
Memorial Trust and will run for 
three years. A development 


worker was appointed last 
month. 
“Can't wait” cards 


‘The National Association for 


Colitis and Crohn’s. Disease has 
introduced a device to make life 
easier for people with bladder 
problems. They have issued 
members with a plastic “Can’t 


Wait Card” which explains that - . 


due to an illness, which is not 
infectious, the card holder needs 
to use the toilet urgently. It can 
be shown to other toilet 
queuers, or to shopkeepers who 
refuse to let you use the loo. The 
MS Society is considering intro- 
ducing similar cards. 


Vistel in Greenwich 


Deaf people in the London 
borough of Greenwich can now 
use the telephone. 
machines, visual telephones 
with answerphones, are avail- 


able at Eltham Library, Eltham - 


High Street SEO and Woolwich 
Library, Calderwood Street, . 
SE18. By dialling a number and 
typing in your message you can 
get in touch with anyone else 
with similar equipment. - The 
machines have been provided by 


| the Greenwich Breakthrough 


. Trust. 


Vistel . 
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on average, 


_ Too many times I have heard it 
said that equipment for people 
with disabilities is extortionately 


overpriced and that they are 


being “ripped off’ by manufac- 


turers and their agents. 

In the course of my work I 
meet many manufacturers who 
want to discuss their new equip- 
ment and its potential use, and 


_ when I hear the price I often 


think, “How can people afford to 
live as well as buy this? I know I 
couldn't.” 

High priced equipment is 
often essential for normal living 
yet unavailable from the DHSS or 
social services. 

Probably one of the most con- 
tentious areas is electrically po- 
wered wheelchairs, including 
scooters and buggies. They cost, 
nearly £2,000. 
Manufacturers and agents both 
take a profit and maintenance 
can be costly. Also, the consum- 


er has high expectations of per- _ 


formance. 

Opinions from consumers 
vary, but many feel they are used 
and abused by the industry, a 
ready-made target for unscrupu- 
lous sellers. One compared the 


price of a mini tractor for 


gardening with an_ electric 
wheelchair for a disabled person 
and found the tractor cost half as 
much. 

Servicing and call out charges 
for repair are also heavily criti- 
cised as “excessive” and getting 
on-going after-sales support and 
replacement parts is “a constant 
battle”. 

Some consumers get the im- 
pression that companies are 
more interested in selling the 
latest model than doing a repair 
to the existing one. They also say 
that the vehicle does not per- 
form as they had been led to be- 
lieve. 

The industry responds by 
saying that business must be pro- 
fitable to survive. 

The pricing of electrically- 
powered wheelchairs reflects a 
small market compared to the 


large markets for other consum- _ 


er durables. Well under 10,000 
chairs are sold a year and these 
have to keep around 100 manu- 
facturers and suppliers in busi- 
ness. 

Also, consumers are not easy 
to identify or to reach, which 


‘Tknow!'m not the only 
one who ts fed up with 
being overcharged for 

the bare essentials of life 

.. How marvellous it 
must be to be disabled 
and rich, to have the pick 
of all those fantastic 
' goodies for easier living 
that are displayed 
(without price tags) at 
Naidex” — Denise Smith, 
Essex 


“In 30 years of owning 
electric chairs I have 
been given every excuse 
imaginable by suppliers 
to squirm out of coming 
out to repair the chair 
they had sold me. A 
phone call causes them 
to bounce with delight— 
until they realise it is not 
asales enquiry by a plea 
for help” —Ken 
Williams, Shropshire 


“Such heavy call out 
charges, £15—£20. It’s 
robbing the disabled” — 
Anonymous 


justified? 


DN asked Tina Stevens, whose work 
keeps her in touch with both sides. 


‘means that companies have to 
spend a lot of money on expen- 
sive advertising and exhibition 
stands. And they must also invest 
in research and development to 
benefit from new technology 
and materials. 

After-sales service is expen- 
sive, say the manufacturers, be- 
cause users are spread all over 
the country and many need a 
very quick response to break- 
downs. 


A cail out charge is between 


£20 and £35 — higher if long dis- 
tances are involved — but this is 
comparable with other indus- 
tries, such as plumbing. 
Persuading someone to buy 
the latest model of car or 
washing machine is common- 


place, so I don’t think we can ex- : 


pect wheelchair suppliers to act 
differently, especially if the latest 
model has obvious advantages. 
Repairs are often expensive 
because one repair may trigger 
off a whole stream of other faults, 
as with any type of machinery. 
Manufacturers and agents are 
the first to point out that in ser- 
vice and sales there are always 
“cowboys” wanting to make a 
“fast buck”, with no concern for 


the end. user or dhe image of th@gle: 


COME TALL SHIP SAILING 
IN THE BAHAMAS! 


The holiday of a lifetime you 
never thought you’d be able to take! 


Aboard S.T.S. Lord 
Nelson 

Cruising in the 
Bahamas 
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February 1989 

One week voyages 
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warm waters 
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For full details write to: 
Jubilee Sailing Trust, Test Road, 
Eastern Docks, Southampton SO1 1GG~ 
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industry. Manufacturers are as 
unhappy as the rest of us about 
such people. Fortunately there 
are very few of them. 

Clearly there is no easy solu- 
tion to all this. But I am going to 
stick my.neck out and make 
some suggestions. 

First of all, disability is no- 
one’s fault. Yet it can impose se- 
vere limitations on everyday 
activities. Equipment can help to 
improve the quality of life, so is it 
really fair that disability can 
sometimes cost a _ person 
thousands of pounds a year? 

I think the statutory supply of 
equipment by the DHSS, social 
services and health authorities 
should be extended, not just to 
include utilitarian equipment 
but to take account of changes in 
technology to provide the most 
functionally correct models 
available. (They often are not.) 
“Assessment of needs” would 
then mean something, and those 
needs would have to be met. An 
expanded market created by 
statutory purchases would en- 
able manufacturers to reduce 


“Comparing prices for 
electric scooters, I see 
there are very few, ifany, 
that come on the market 
Sor a figure less thatI 
could buy a mini tractor 
for. Surely there must be 
as many disabled people 
using this type of 
mobility aid as there are 
people needing asmall 
tractor. Is thisan 
indication that the 
disabled are being 
ripped off?“—RW 
Stacey, Bristol. 


the price per chair. 

Disability awareness needs to 
be raised and in particular what 
equipment can do to help dis- 
abled people. Statutory and 
voluntary organisations, manu- 
facturers, suppliers and most of 
all the media bear a responsibil- 
ity to reach new potential users. 
Again, this would expand the 
market and bring down the unit 
cost. 

If the demand for this type of 
equipment is always going to be 
relatively small, perhaps there 
should be fewer companies, par- 
ticularly when one sees how 
many similar products there are. 
Fewer manufacturers would 
each get a larger slice of the cake 
and this should also bring down 
the cost per chair. 

The number might be limited 
by more thorough market re- 
search involving a professional/ 
consumer group, who could 
warn potential manufacturers if 
there were already many pro- 
ducts of that type in the field. 

If there were fewer manufac- 
turers, there would have to be 


some sttategy for fostering in- 
novation. I certainly would not 
want to see.a monopoly that in- 
hibited improved design. 

To protect both consumers 
and manufacturers/suppliers 
from “cowboys”, the industry 
should monitor standards of ser- 
vice and responses to consumers 
more effectively. While I fully 
endorse the trade associations 
that already operate, such as the 
British Surgical Trades Associa- 
tion, the British Association of 
Wheelchair Distributors and the 
Electric Vehicle Association, dis- 
abled people need a speedy re- 
sponse to complaints. So, if this 
arrangment doesn’t work, 
perhaps an ombudsman might 
be the answer. 

* Much of the friction between 
the consumer and the 
manufacturer/supplier could be 
resolved if communication be- 
tween them was improved. For 
example, companies should give 


‘clear, accurate and reliable in- 


formation about the perform- 
ance of their products, bearing 
in mind the often high expecta- 
tions of the consumer. 

They should heed the implica- 
tions of poor servicing and show 
that they do understand the ex- 
tensive distress which a failure of 
their product can cause. 

There should also be consis- 
tent and in-depth communica- 
tion via market research before a 
product is produced, as I said 
earlier, and a hotline later to pick 
up customer concerns. 

If the equipment industry 
wants to maintain its reputation 
and increase the market, it must 
improve the contact between 
manufacturers and suppliers and 
consumer groups. 

This is no place for the “hard 
sell”. I do believe that goodwill 
between the equipment indus- 
try and the consumer is the key 
to a mutually successful future. 


Tina Stevens ts principle adviser 
at the Disabled Living Founda- 
tion, 380-384 Harrow Road, 
London W9 2AU, tel: 01-289 
6111, which aims to help people 
with disabilities to solve their 
equipment difficulties. 
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Unique, portable 3 wheeler (can be stowed in 
the boot of acar). Designed for the disabled 
child, but is fun for all children, 


Here are a few super features 


e Allows freedom and independence, 
indoors and out, enabling the 
child to move at a functional speed. 


erate and highly 
manoeuvrable, making it fun for 
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Careers 


Five years ago I was living inde- 
pendently in my own flat, strug- 
gling to make ends meet on so- 
cial security. 

In January this year I was 
appointed Development and Re- 
search Officer (South of Eng- 
land) for the Alpha Advisory 
Committee of The Spastics Soci- 
ety, the committee composed 
entirely of people with cerebral 
palsy. My full-time job is to de- 
velop local Alpha groups and in- 
volves a lot of travelling by car 
and talking to people who want 
to improve their skills in self- 
advocacy. 

This was the culmination of a 
long-term plan. But I had better 
go back to the beginning. 

I was born in the mid-fifties 
with cerebral palsy. My mother 
and father were told the best 
thing to do was to accept the 
situation: so long as I was happy, 
not to worry about what I actual- 
ly achieved. 

Fortunately for me, they did 
not accept the advice, and some 
would say they went the other 
way — I was pushed at home. If I 
fell down, they would check that 
I was all right, but they would 
not run and pick me up. If I 
wanted to get up, I had to find a 
way of getting up on my own. 

That policy followed through 
into everyday living in this odd 
world, where people are more 
interested in drinking a cup of 
tea from a cup without spilling it 
than looking at the pretty pat- 
terns the tea makes when it goes 
all over the tablecloth! 

At the age of 11, I went to 
Craig y Parc, a residential school 
run by The Spastics Society in 
South Wales. Two years later I 
managed to progress to Thomas 
Delarue school in Kent, where I 
passed 3 CSEs before moving on 
to the Star Centre, an FE college 
in Cheltenham. 

When I left college, I had a 
great interest in electronics and 
managed to get a job as an 
apprentice sound mixer work- 


Kevin at his office in the CP Centre in Portsmouth 


Get on the first rung — volunteer! 


Kevin Holmes gave himself five years to find a full-time job: 
It took him only three. 


ing in a North London television 
studio. I did that for 4 years and 
thoroughly enjoyed it. My pa- 
rents never knew when I would 
decide to come home at nights! 
Unfortunately, the job came to 


“T realised I was 
unemployable. 
I had nothing 
to offer.” 


an end, which signalled the be- 
ginning ofa long period of unem- 
ployment with job prospects de- 
teriorating. 

After 4 years, I realised. I was 
unemployable: I had no recent 
experience of work and I had no 
experience of dealing with peo- 
ple on a professional level. In 
short, I had nothing to offer. 


So I decided to set myself a 
target of 5 years to get those 
skills. I would work voluntarily 
(no pay ) in order to obtain skills 
and contacts. 

The first thing I did was get 
involved with the local pressure 
groups and committees dealing 
with disability issues. At one 
time, if there was a committee 
meeting in the city of Port- 
smouth, Kevin Holmes would be 
on it! This included sitting on the 
Lord -Mayor’s Committee dealing 
with the aftermath of the Inter- 
national Year of Disabled Per- 
sons 1981, when the city raised 
some £60,000 and we were 
charged with developing a dis- 
abled living centre serving the 
daily needs of all disabilities. 

The result of all this was that 
people began to ask my opinion 
on various issues and I was be- 


UNDERWEAR TO MAKE LIFE EASIER 


ACTION BRIEFS are unique, they have 


been designed specifically 


to make life 


easier for the disabled and elderly or 
anyone with severe back pains. 

No more acrobatics when putting on or 
taking off underwear, ACTION BRIEFS 
are an attractive range of underwear for 
both men and women with a hook and 
loop fastener down each side. 

The briefs can be put on standing up with 
the minimum amount of back bending or 
lying down if immobilized in bed. 

So, for more details on how ACTION 


BRIEFS can _ eliminate 


the need for 


assistance when dressing complete the 
coupon below and we will send you a free 
colour brochure and order form. 


TO: ACTION BRIEF CO. LTD., 13-15 MAVOR CLOSE, WOODSTOCK, OE. OX7 1YL. 
Please send me more details and an order form for ACTION BRIEFS. 


ginning to understand how com- 
mittees work and how I could 
use them to gain experience and 
knowledge about getting things 
done. 

I have always been interested 
in children — the way they think 
and learn. So it was not surpris- 
ing that I decided that ifwe were 
going to change the world, the 
schools were the best place to 
start. 

So one morning, on with the 
shirt and tie, into the car looking 
for schools, knocking on the 
front door, asking to see the 
headmaster. “Hello, Iam an ex- 


of the effect on the general pub- 
lic of such a sight, and the conse- 
quential effect on profits? 

If the latter, then the handicap 
has nothing to do with me; it is a 
result of ignorance by the gener- 
al public. It is, therefore, not my 
fault but the fault of the children 
in the class. So I was going into 
schools to talk to the children 
about their problem, not mine. 

The work snowballed so 
much that I was going out every 
day of the week to a different 
school in the Portsmouth area. 

At this time The Spastics Soci- 
ety brought out its own schools 
video and teaching pack called 
Land of Droog. I was fortunate 
to meet a local development 
officer and it seemed a natural 
progression to take on the Land 
of Droog work. 

I found the 10-12 age group 


very receptive and had an awful 


lot of fun with them. I tended to 
spend a whole day in a school 
joining in their lessons and their 
passtimes as well as doing a pre- 
sentation. 

I well remember one occasion 


- when I was sitting in the play- 


ground of a school and several 
children were enjoying “taking 
the Michael” out of this funny- 
looking person sitting on their 
bench. : 

I decided to line them all up 
and get them to walk past me 
one by one, showing me their 
imitation of a “spastic”, so I 
could point out to them where 
they were going wrong in order 
to correct their mimicry —‘if 
you're going to copy, get it right! 
I was able to use this situation to 
my advantage because I had time 
to get to know the children. 

The experience I gained here 
proved invaluable when _ the 
Alpha post was advertised. I was 
able to draw on the experience 
of communicating an idea, and 
the organisational skills I had 
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Kevin Holmes “explains” cp to primary aadl hiidaee using a 
game from the Land of Droog resource pack. 


pert on disability. I would like to 
talk to your kids and explain to 
them their problems in dealing 
with, and meeting, people like 
me.” 

To my surprise, not one of 
them said “Go away”. 

I ended up receiving invita- 
tions to speak to secondary 
school children who were en- 
gaged in social education and re- 
lated studies. 

My approach was a personal 
one: I have two problems in life, 
a disability and a handicap. (“I 
have a disability, but you are my 
handicap”. ) 

I told them: my disability is my 
own lack of physical ability, 
which everybody has to some 
extent, so all we are talking ab- 
out is the extent. My handicap, 
however, is a result of people’s 
reaction to a larger degree of dis- 
ability. 

For example, how many peo- 
ple with cp do you see working 
in Woolworths behind the coun- 
ter? Is the reason they are not 
there because people with cp 


picked up through making 
appointments, organising ex- 
hibitions and meetings stood me 
in good stead. 

I am convinced that if the 
Land of Droog work was de- 
veloped along similar lines in 
other places it could have the 
dual effect of providing an excel- 
lent training ground for people 
with disabilities and start the 
education process that is so bad- 
ly needed in the schools. 

More broadly, voluntary work 
helped me to get the skills I 
needed for a full-time job. That 
route might help others. | 


The CSV Volunteer Programme - 


welcomes applications from 
people with physical disabili- 
ties aged 16-35 who would like 


to do voluntary work from ™ 


home or, more usually, away 
from home. Contact Louise 
Baxter, 237 Pentonville Road, 
London N1 9QNJ, tel: 01-278 
6601. A Lot of Experience (£2) 
is a collection of interviews 
with disabled volunteers. — 


could not do the job or because, — 
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The revolution in Nicaragua is 
' not just tackling poverty, illitera- 
| cyand disease. It is also challeng- 
_ ing attitudes towards disabled 
' people, as I discovered on a 


> 2 


TSS SRE 


study tour last April. 

Since 1979, when the dictator 
Anastasio Somoza was _ over- 
thrown, this sprawling country 
of mountain and jungle has rare- 
ly been out of the world’s head- 
lines. 

US opposition to the Sandinis- 
ta government has taken the 
form of an economic blockade 
combined with military help to 
the forces in the neighbouring 
countries, Honduras and Costa 
Rica, known as the Contra. 

The Contra have attacked soft 
targets in the countryside, such 
as cooperative farms, civilian 
transport and health centres, in 


Disabled by wa 


“We have faith, dignity and ‘confidence in the future”, Revolutionary 


a ; Organisation of the Disabled, Che Guevara, announces a billboard 

e order to undermine popular sup- in Managua showing a disabled man machine-tooling. 

_ port for the Sandinistas, who in 

5 turn have introduced conscrip- pa. According to Jaime, a project loose stuffing. 

| tion, the Service Militar Popular, coordinator, it is vital to help Everything in the hospital is in 
which drafts sixteen-year-olds wounded ex-soldiers rebuild short supply, said the nurse who 

| into the bitter fighting. their lives after their often crip- showed us around. Some wheel- 

bs The consequence of the war pling injuries, and to try to ‘chairs have been supplied by 

| has been a steady flow of deaths, change public attitudes towards = Sweden. The hospital urgently 


; 


estimated at 50,000 since 1979. 

Soldiers and civilians alike are 
victims of ambushes, sniping 
attacks, and land mines deéton- 
ated on lonely country roads. All 
this has helped to foster new atti- 
tudes towards disabled people 
and services for them in this 
small battered country. 

One result is immediate, even 
to an outsider — the war wound- 
ed are visible on the streets. 
There seem to be many young 
men in wheelchairs, with ampu- 
tated limbs being common as a 
result of land mine explosions. 

Nor do amputees seem to 
attract unwelcome attention or 
stares, for this is a highly person- 
al war, in which everyone you 
meet has relatives who have 
been killed or wounded in the 
fighting. It is neither practical 
nor desirable to hide them away. 

Our first contact with the war 
was meeting wounded Sandinis- 
ta troops on the Aeroflot flight 
taking our party of eight from 


“The revolution 


Wounded Sandinista soldiers at a hospital in Matagalpa. 


In Nicaragua, ex-soldiers see themselves 
as a moral force in the revolution. 

Peter Jenkins, back from a study trip, 
gives his impressions 


_The house seemed, by West- 
-ern standards, to be stark and 
bare. It consisted of a bedroom 
with two camp beds and a few 
personal possessions, a kitchen 
and an outside porch. The wood 
used in its construction was 
rough and still unplaned — one of 
the first homes to be built. 

Nevertheless, there 


. : ; were 
in Nicaragua some useful touches, such as de- 
challenges attitudes vices for opening the window 


towards disabled 
people” 


Shannon Airport, Dublin, to 
Managua, the capital of Nicar- 
agua. The half dozen soldiers 
“were returning from medical 
treatment in Bulgaria and the 
Soviet Union. : 
Such international aid was a 
notable feature of our visit. We 
saw it in a building project using 
brigadistas, or volunteers, from 
Denmark, Spain and the UK. 
They were helping to construct 
houses for wounded ex-soldiers, 


in co-operation with the welfare 
organisation called the National 
Committee for the Support of 
Combatants. 

The newly finished building 
that we visited was set back from 
the road amongst other family 
houses, past the inevitable low- 
slung washing line made of 
barbed wire (a real hazard for 
the unwary in Nicaragua! ) 

Horacio, a quietly spoken 
young man in his late twenties, 
was expecting our visit, sitting in 
a wheelchair in his two-room 
house. He described his current 
situation to us via an interpreter. 

He said that he was seriously 
‘wounded at Titigalpa, ironically 
the day before the revolution 


- triumphed. After two years of 


medical treatment in Cuba, he 
came back to Nicaragua to re- 
train as a tailor, and moved into 
this house after it was built by 
the brigadistas. 


slats, which had, been simply but 
effectively designed for a person 
with visual handicap. 

Some of Horacio’s immediate 
problems are to do with the very 
real shortages imposed by the 
current war and the economic 
blockade. For example, he is 
waiting now for a sewing 
machine, ‘and the electricity to 
run it. The intention is that a 
voluntary organisation will pro- 
vide him with the necessary 
tools and cloth, and INSSBI, the 
welfare organisation, will then 
buy back the finished goods 
from him, either for use by war 
orphans, or to sell commercially. 

Another problem is only too 
familiar to those of us with ex- 
perience of the welfare system in 
the UK: he is having difficulty 
getting the full pension to which 
he is entitled. 

Horacio explained that he 
only receives a war victim’s pen- 
sion, rather than the combatant’s 
pension, which is larger because 
wounded combatants are usual- 
ly the main breadwinners for the 
family. 

To obtain the combatant’s dis- 
ability pension, he needs a letter 
signed by the commander of the 
guerilla force which he fought 
in, but the officer had been kil- 
led. 

After much delay, he has final- 
ly obtained the crucial letter 
from the regional Sandinista au- 
thorities, confirming his com- 
batant status, which he proudly 
showed us. Even now, the date of 
his injury is incorrect, as some of 


us realised, but the letter itself is 
a precious passport through the 
maze of Nicaraguan welfare. 
Provision for ex-soldiers like 
Horacio is a priority for the re- 
gional military welfare organisa- 
tion, we were told at a meeting 
in the northern town of Matagal- 
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reliability expected of the Alvema trademark. 


Please send details of Alvema 300 
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Address 


those who are disabled — such as 
the two hundred people in Mata- 
galpa alone. 

We got some idea of how 
many people are disabled as a re- 
sult of the war when we visited 
the Aldo Chavarria Hospital de 
Rehabilitacion in Managua, two 
days later. 

About 700 people have re- 
ceived treatment at the centre, 
mainly artificial limbs. The hos- 
pital has had to establish its own 
mini-production line, turning 
out hundreds of individually tai- 
lored prostheses made of Nicara- 
guan wood and Costa Rican rub- 
ber mesh — a boom industry in 
these troubled times. 

The physiotherapy section of 


the hospital is the only one of its — 


kind in Nicaragua. It used to be a 
psychiatric hospital until the de- 
vastating earthquake of 1972. 
The facilities are clearly not suit- 
able for wheelchair patients — eg 
there are narrow doorways. 
Some of the equipment is 
obviously worn out: we noticed 


divans with torn covers and 


New Pushchair 


ALVEMA 300 


The ALVEMA 300 is a pushchair which has been developed to allow the severely handicapped 
child to be moved comfortably. The depth, width and seat angles can be varied. The back, available with 
side supports, can be altered from an active sitting position to. a recumbent, sleeping position. The 
Chair is available in sizes to fit from infancy to adolescence. 

One of the many advantages of this chair is that the 
child can sit facing the direction of movement, or alternatively, 
by repositioning the handle, can have visual contact with the 


person guiding the chair. 
The ALVEMA 300 offers the comfort and 


If you would like to try 
an ALVEMA 300 for 
your special child, 
please call us today 
to arrange a 
demonstration. 


needs more catheters, which are 
very difficult to obtain. 

Within the ranks of the dis- 
abled, it ‘seems that first priority 
goes to those who are wounded 
as a result of the war — both civi- 
lians and soldiers. 

People with a chronic physic- 
al disability at this hospital are 
treated as outpatients. In the cur- 
rent siege economy, with trans- 
port and all facilities in desper- 
ately short supply, this did raise 
questions about the level of ser- 
vices available, which we were 
unable to explore in detail. 

Perhaps the strongest message 
of hope was expressed by a 
wounded ex-soldier we met on 
the building site of his new 
home. “We do not think of 
ourselves as the war disabled,” 
he said, “but as another moral 
force in the revolution.” 


Peter Jenkins is a social work 
lecturer at Stockport College. 
His self-financéd study tour 
was with the Nicaraguan Soli- 
darity Campaign. 


Rainbow Rehab, P.O. Box 546, Bournemouth BH8 8YD. 0202-32651 


Sole distributor for @ALVEMA products | 
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@ no statistics 


A meeting took place at the 
Home Office in July which could 
mark the beginning of an im- 
provement in opportunities for 
all disabled people, whatever 
their colour or ethnic origin. 

The Confederation of Indian 
Organisations (CIO) is cam- 
paigning for a Single Equal 
Opportunities Commission 
(SEOC) to promote equal 
opportunities for disabled peo- 
ple, as well as racial equality and 
women’s equality (handled at 
present by individual commis- 
sions ). 

The proposal has the support 
of Lord Scarman and three ex- 
Home Secretaries, including 
Lord Jenkins of Hillhead who 
created the original commis- 
sions. It is now being considered 
by the Home Secretary, Douglas 
Hurd. 

Tara Mukherjee, President of 
the CIO, says that stronger leg- 
islation is also needed to pro- 
duce true equality of opportun- 
ity. “The 3 per cent quota for em- 
ploying disabled people is often 
ignored and this is an indictment 
of a civilized society,” he says. 

Under a single law, discrimina- 
tion against people with disabili- 
ties would be illegal on the same 
basis as racial and sex discri- 
mination. 

Two years ago a CIO report 
(Double Bind: To be Disabled 
and Asian), estimated that the 
rate of unemployment among all 
disabled people was twice that 
of the general population while 
another from the Runnymede 
Trust last March showed that 
black workers are no better off 
than they were 20 years ago. 


Fasten your seat belts. 


You're coming for a drive in a truly amazing little 
car. It's a 1.1 litre Ford Fiesta with a new kind of automatic 
gearbox, one that’s designed especially for small cars. 

In the first place, it feels as nippy as a manual. 

In the second place, you'll be amazed by its fuel 


economy.* 
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by Geraldine Holden 


It would seem fair to suppose 
that disabled men from ethnic 
minorities are doubly disadvan- 
taged, and women triply dis- 
advantaged. But no national sta- 
tistics about the numbers of peo- 
ple with disabilities from ethnic 
minorities exist to prove this. 

The long-awaited study of dis- 
abled people by the Office of 
Population Censuses and Sur- 
veys due to be published in part 
this autumn, is not broken down 
by ethnic origin. 

And of two. major reports 
already published this year, Sir 
Roy Griffiths’ Agenda for Action 
on community care mentions 
the fact that we live in a multi- 
racial society on page 26 of a 28- 
page document, while Lady 
Wagner’s report on residential 
care does not mention people 
from ethnic minorities at all. 

Lady Wagner has been criti- 
cised by the Standing Confer- 
ence on Ethnic Minority Senior 
Citizens (SCEMSC) for not 
asking them to contribute. ~ 

SCEMSC, an umbrella orga- 
nisation with 290 member bran- 
ches representing over 180,000 
older people from ethnic minor- 
ities in London, published its 
own report, Making a Reality of 
Residential Care for Ethnic 
Minority Elderly, to coincide 
with Lady Wagner’s in April. 

Based on research in 2 London 
boroughs, it found that many 
people going into residential 
care are mentally or ‘physically 
disabied and therefore highly de- 
pendent on staff. 


happens. The car seems to relax 


for motorways. 


And, in the third place, it's great fun. 


Let's suppose you're just moving off. All the 
controls will seem quite familiar. The gear lever 
has five positions: park, reverse, neutral, drive 


and low. Slot it into drive, squeeze the accelerator, 


you're away. And here's where 
you get your first surprise. This 
little car is quick off the mark. 

That's because the gear- 
box is much simpler than a 


engine power. 


In tests, it's done 0-60 mph within a second and a 
half of the five speed manual, and reached 87 mph.t 

But the best is still to come. As you accelerate, 
you expect to feel it change gear. 


But you don't. 


You see, the gearbox doesn't have the usual gears. 
Instead, it continuously adjusts itself so that you're always 
in the most efficient ratio for the prevailing conditions. 

People say it feels like a plane taking off. The car 
smoothly gathers speed with no hiccups along the way, 
and hardly any change in engine note. ; 

Once you've reached your desired speed, you ease 
off on the accelerator and something else quite delightful 


Freepost Ford, London WIE 8EZ. 


Please send me full details of the Fiesta CTX, the 


Ford Motability Scheme and the Ford Cars brochure. 


into a lovely quiet cruise. 

It's a bit like having a sixth 
gear, which in effect it has. The 
engine slows right down but you 
maintain your speed. Wondertul 


conventional automatic. So it doesn't use up as much 


That also 
explains why this 
Fiesta is so economical. 
Since it always chooses the 


‘Why are disabled people from e 


@ little information 


If the staff do not understand 
residents’ religious and linguis- 
tic needs, residents can,, “lose 
their identity and become. pas- 
sive recipients of an alien service 
without an opportunity to ex- 
press themselves.” 

SCEMSC’s report includes a 
complete breakdown of ethnic 
minority residents in London 
care homes and a specimen 
assessment form to record their 
special needs. But, it states, 


“planners and service providers’ 


in the statutory and voluntary 
sector still plead ignorance.” 

The Government’s Policy Stu- 
dies Institute published a report, 
also in April, called Care in the 
Multiracial Community. Its au- 
thor, Naomi Connelly, says she 
was disappointed with the lack 
of any serious consideration of 
race issues in the Griffiths and 
Wagner reports. 

“Because this is a period of big 
changes, people arguing for the 
needs of disabled people from 
ethnic minorities must get into 
the argument now or they may 
lose the opportunity,” she says. 

At national level the Depart- 
ment of Health and Social Secur- 
ity has funded a personal social 
services Race Equality Unit at 
the National Institute for Social 
Work. Its director, Bandana 
Ahmad, says that the situation at 
the policy making stage isn’t too 
bad. The problem is _ im- 
plementing the policy at grass 
roots level when most of the 
work force is white. 

For disabled people from 
ethnic minorities, “The work of 
social services departments is ad 
hoc and sporadic”, she says. 


highest possible gear ratio for the 


THE FIESTA CTX AUTOMATIC 


@ few tailored services 


A worker from Invalid Children’s Aid Nationwide’s Asian. Family C 


Birmingham visits a mother and daughter facing special problems. 


\ job, it uses a lot less petrol than a conventional auto- 
matic. In Government fuel tests it achieved 58.9 mpg 
at 56 mph* 

We could go on for ever about this little car; how 
easy it is to drive in town, what fun it is on winding roads. 
But, better by far, why not try it for yourself. 

The Fiesta Automatic is available in L or Ghia trim. 
And most Ford dealers should be able to 
arrange a demo. : 

One last word, don't be put off if it feels 
a little odd at'first. It'll only take you a couple 
of miles to get used to it. Once you have, we 
bet you'll agree, it's magic. 

If you would like full details 
of the Fiesta CTX, the Ford 


of our brochure “Ford and the 
Disabled Motorist” then please fill in the “Freepost” 
coupon below or contact Ford Personal Import Export Ltd, 
Motability Department DN, 8 Balderton Street, London 
WIY 2BN. Tel: 01-493 4070. 


tFord computed figs. *Achieved in govt. fuel economy tests — 
mpg llitres per 100 km), constant 56 mph (90 kmh) 58.9 (4.8), 
constant 75 mph (120 kmh) 40.9 16.9). Urban driving 39.27.21. 


Motability Scheme and a copy - 
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no recognition 


“There is nothing comprehen- 
sive.” 

David Johnson, social services 
adviser to the Association of Lon- 
don Authorities, says that until 
the 1986 Disabled Persons Act is 
implemented, nothing will 
change. “The pressure on local 
authority resources means that it 
is easy to keep up the Cinderella 

image of people with disabilities.” 

One social services depart- 
ment that is trying to meet the 


Bradford Metropolitan Council. 
The principal officer of services 
to disabled people, Irene Senior, 
says that the take-up of services 
by Asian disabled. people was 
found to be very low and now 
research is going on to establish 
what services they need. 

A day care group for disabled 
Asian women has already been 
started which is staffed by Asian 
women. 

“If women stop attending the 
group, then the Asian worker 
can go to their home and find out 
why. THis type of follow-up is 


because they can speak the same 
language,” Miss Senior says. 

She is monitoring the increase 
in Asian staff in disabled services. 

The appointment of an Asian 
woman worker to a respite 
scheme brought a “dramatic in- 
crease” in the number of Asians 
using it. 

Research in London echoes 
the findings in Bradford. Be- 
tween 1986 and 1987 the Grea- 
ter London Association for Dis- 
abled People (GLAD) looked at 


' 3 London boroughs. with the © 


highest numbers of  Afro- 
Caribbean and Asian people. 
\d that services provided by local au- 
and voluntary organisations were 
riously under-used by both disabled 
ibbean and Asian people — although 


sds are not identical. One of the main- 


was a lack of information: service pro- 
d not know the numbers or needs of 
people from ethnic minorities and in 
y did not know what services were 


il well-established “white” voluntary 
tions are doing pioneering work in 


dwell, Birmingham, I CAN (Invalid. 


is Aid Nationwide) have set up an 
mily Support Centre. The West Mid- 
s the highest rate of infant death and 
7 in Britain. The centre is helping 72 
in Smethwick. 
Uppal, team leader for the centre, 
main problem is language.. “Most 
we met didn’t know what their chil- 
isability was because they did not 


lisations 

on of Blind Asians, 322 Upper Street, 
11 2XQ, tel: 01-226 1950. Organises so- 
ultural events. Is producing information 
it Asian languages in large print and also a 


lagazine. 
ration of Indian tions, 5-5a 
ster Bridge Road, London SE1, tel: 01-928 
> CIO has 53 affiliated organisations with 
rship of 50,000. Want to hear disabled 
views on a Single Equal Opportunities 
ion. 
ition for Sickle Cell Anaemia Re- 
OSCAR), 22 Pellatt Grove, London N22. 
s of Hargingey Sickle Cell Support Group 
-889 4844. 
Conference of Ethnic Minority 
itizens, address same as CIO above, fel: 
95. SCEMSC has produced a fact-pack on 
vices in London boroughs for elderly peo- 
ethnic minorities and their carers, £5. 
le Cell Society, Green Lodge, Barretts- 
ad, London NW 10 7AP, te/:01-961 7795. 
cal branches and support groups. Free 
end sae ) on sickle cell anaemia and sickle 
Factsheet on NHS Sickle Cell Counselling 
Various publications and video available. 
<ingdom Thalassaemia Society, 107 
le Lane, London N8, teé 01-348 0437. 
klets (send sae) are available explaining 
as pealedsans how to: bescreenes. 


needs of Asian disabled people is 


only possible with Asian workers - 


speak the same language as the 
hospital specialists or teachers.” 

The staff are all proficient in 
one Asian language and are con- 
stantly in touch with families. 
They know families with 2 or 3 
disabled children at home. 

“Tt is not until we make refer- 
rals to the social services that 
home adaptions get done,” says 
Janjit Uppal. “The families just 
don’t know the service exists.” 

. Chairman of Sandwell social 
services, Fred Smith, says he 


‘*People arguing for 
the needs of 

disabled people from 
ethnic minorities 
must get into the 
argument now or they 
may lose the 
opportunity”? 


thinks the scheme is excellent, 
but that it has uncovered lots of 
hidden problems, adding to his 
department’s work. 

Of the centre’s team of work- 
ers, four are funded by the MSC 
under the Community Program- 
me. When. this finishes in 
September, funding will only ex- 


‘ist for two of them. Already the 


Centre cannot take any more re- 
ferrals. 

The situation is worse for The 
Spastics Society’s Play Workers 
Project in Huddersfield, which 
also works with Asian families 
with disabled children, doing in- 
terpreting and hospital visiting 
through Punjabi-speaking com- 
munity programme workers. 
The scheme has been turned 
down for the new Employment 
Training programme locally. 

Kathleen Hasler, the Society’s 


Ff 


parents of children with thalas- 
saemia in 1976. The Society pro- 
vides support and information 
about this inherited blood dis- 
ease, affecting people from 
Mediterranean countries, to 
people at risk living here. 

Katerina Loizi, who is Greek 
and works for the Society, says 
they can tell people about di- 
agnoses and treatments. “I am 
not a medical expert but I know 
how it feels emotionally,” says 
Katerina, who has thalassaemia. 
The Society has just had its grant 
of £5,000 tripled by the DHSS in 
recognition of its work. 

Another serious inherited 
blood disease is sickle cell 
anaemia which mainly affects 
Afro-Caribbean people. Three 
organisations exist to help peo- 
ple with this condition — The 
Sickle Cell Society, the Sickle 
Cell Anaemia Relief Foundation 
(SCARF) and the Organisation 
for Sickle Cell Anaemia Research 
(OSCAR). 

Affiliated to OSCAR, which has 
its offices in Haringey, North 
London is the Haringey Sickle 
Cell Support Group, a self-help 
group for people with sickle cell 
and their families. 

The Group was started in 
1983 but in 1986 formed.a com- 
mittee elected by the members 
and held its first fashion show 
and dance to raise money — and 
awareness. 

The group has a fluctuating 
membership of about 20 people. 
They have produced a handbook 
advising on housing, education 
and employment problems. 

The - Association of Blind 
Asians is just 2 years old. Its 
founder, Narenbra Mehta who 
himself is blind, says the ABA was 
created because language differ- 
ences and cultural differences 
meant a lot of blind Asians were 


The Asian Ladies Group at Whetley Hill Day Centre in Bradford. 


Development Worker for South 
Yorkshire, says that what is 
needed is some sort of central 
funding. “We have uncovered a 
large gap in provision. Although 
we concentrate on children, we 
have found that there is not a 
great deal for older disabled peo- 
ple from ethnic minorities and 
those who become disabled” 

The situation is further com- 
plicated because different cul- 
tures have different attitudes to 
disability, and discrimination 
and préjudice do exist in ethnic 
minority communities. 

Faced with a lack of under- 


standing and widespread inac- . 


tion, people with disabilities 
from ethnic minorities have 
organised their own self-help 
groups and information centres. 

One of the more long running 
ones, the United Kingdom Tha- 
lassaemia Society, was started by 


not getting information and 
couldn’t join existing organisa- 
tions. 

He dismisses the myth that 
disabled Asian people are looked 
after by their families. “Extended 
families are breaking up and a lot 
of disabled people live on their 
own.” 

What makes the ABA unique is 
that all full members have to be 


- of Asian origin and visually im- 


paired. 

Daxa Kotecha, the ABA’s new- 
ly appointed research and de- 
velopment officer says, “this 
means that members are not 
clients, they are deciding what 
they need for themselves.” 

As Tara Mukherjee, president 
of the CIO, puts it: “It isn’t equal- 
ity we are asking for. What we 
are asking for is the opportunity 
to be equal and there is an ocean 
of difference between the two.” 
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inorities losing out? 


@ not enough money 


Patrick Friday 


Patemoberistecces vor persone video in London's Dock 

“As someone who is black, 
disabled and a woman, the 
reactions I’ve met have been quite 
amusing,” says Pam Roberts 


I suffer from sickle cell anaemia, 
a severe genetic blood disorder. 
From the time I was born doc- 
tors have always put a time limit 
against my life — from six months 


to one year, then two, and so on. ° 


The final prejudgement was six- 
teen. 

Well, I have managed to sur- 
vive, so far to 25. 

As a child I led an active life, 
even taking ballet lessons from 
the age of three till nineteen, pas- 
sing umpteen qualifications and 
gaining bronze, silver and gold 
medals from the Royal Society of 
Ballet. 

Then, renovating old premises 
for a community project 4 years 
ago, I contracted an infection 
which developed into pneumo- 
nia. ee 

After being at death’s door for 
two months, I came out of hos- 
pital resembling a _ walking 
skeleton. 

My disability came about 
through deterioration of my hip 
from constant sickling crises. 
Oxygen deprivation causes my 
red blood cells to collapse 
(forming the “sickle” ) and clot. 
When the blood cannot flow 
through, I get a lot of pain. It has 
left me walking with the aid of 
crutches for short distances and 
using a wheelchair for long dis- 
tances. 

My life changed. I experi- 
enced what it was like to have a 
disability. Simple things were no 
longer within my grasp. Every- 
thing that was taken for granted 
was now a barrier. I would nose 
dive out of the wheelchair be- 
cause of the high pavements, and 
when I had located the adver- 
tised disabled lift, it would more 
often than not turn out to be a 
goods lift. 

The hardest thing to accept 
was how friends whom I had 
known before I became disabled 
totally changed, their voices sud- 
denly developing into a loud 
scream as they asked “Are you 
alright?” 

After coming out of hospital, I 
was introduced to video as a 
form of therapy to take my mind 
off my disability. 

But my curiosity developed. I 
wanted to know more about pro- 
duction and other aspects of 
film-making so I set up a small 
partnership with a friend doing 


weddings, christenings and 
birthday parties. 

I made my first professional 
production a year after. Js ita 
bed of roses? looked at the social 
prejudices that young unmar- 
ried mothers from ethnic minor- 
ities face. The video was well re- 
ceived and has been included in 
the British Film Institute  cata- 
logue. 

After this there was no stop- 
ping me. I worked as a course 
organiser, job-sharing with dan- 
cer Ashley Grey. Together, we 
set up a video production course 
for women with disabilities 
which finished in May. 

Now | have just started a part- 
time job as a disability rights 
officer with the Islington Dis- 
ablement Association. 

As someone who is black, dis- 
abled and a woman, the reac- 
tions that I have met have been 
quite amusing. Going around, 
trying to raise money for my 
latest low-budget feature, I have 
met producers who don’t know 
what to make of me. 

But the serious issue is that 
here is an industry which is quite 
inaccessible to disabled people, 
either side of the camera. 
Another of my projects is look- 
ing at how many black disaBied 
women there are working with- 
in the industry, with film stock 
kindly donated from Kodak. I 
just require the funds! 

- Through my association with 
Ashley Grey, I discovered that — 
disability was a world within a 
world. Interested, I joined the 
London Disability Arts Forum 
(LDAF) in April this year. But 
where was the black involve- 
ment? Whenever I attended a 
meeting or. social. function I 
could count the number of black 
people on one hand. Maybe it is 
my own ignorance, but I’ve yet 
to come across any black disabil- 
ity organisations in the arts. 

Being a woman is a drawback. 
Black women are not taken 
seriously: our only role is one of 
subservience. Being disabled as 
well could be enough to make 
you want to take a gun and blow 
your brains out. Instead, thas | 
made me strong and more deter- 
mined, channelling the humilia- 
tion into positive energy to suc- 
ceed in achieving my goals — I 
want to make and direct videos. 
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Fine art— 

shame about 
the brochure 


Works of art by mentally dis- 
abled people from all over the 
world were given a brief airing at 
Australia House in London at the 
end of June, in the 25th interna- 
tional exhibition organised by 
Mencap. 

Lots of beautiful, bold colours 
filled this exhibition, but on the 
whole it was a rather confusing 
and confused event. 

For something that purported 
to “provide the public with a 
wonderful opportunity to see 
and enjoy the creative and artis- 
tic ability of many people with a 
mental handicap”, it seemed 
strange that the exhibition 
spuld only be showing for 
three-and-a-half days. 

I don’t know what criteria 
those who selected the exhibits 
from the hundreds submitted 
used, but with much of the ex- 
hibition I wasn’t sure if I was 
looking at disabled people’s art 
or imitations of non-disabled art. 
Being disabled gives you a par- 
ticular perspective on the world. 
I'm sure, had the selectors in- 
cluded disabled people, the 
eventual choices would have 
been different. 

The works spanned a great 
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Z : 
Tin Soldiers by Vaclav Kos of Czechoslovakia 


many subjects. A lot of it was 
very fine work, including A Lady 
by Jenny Burford of Australia - a 
simple head and shoulders paint- 
ing of a woman with a startling 
orange face and hair and a long, 
vivid blue neck and body. ~ 
There was. a lovely multi- 
coloured dragon by Bernard de 


‘Rooy of the Netherlands and a 


striking painting by Shailesh Sri- 
nivas Raju, Women Carrying 
Water, depicting the women in 
shadow against a dusky-pink, 
sandy background. 

Autumn Redness by Anders 
Christensen of Sweden was a 
beautiful wash of watercolour 
greedily soaked up by the paper. 


A lino-cut, Children in the Yard 


had been confidently executed 

by Mitja Stular of Yugoslavia. 
From Korea there was an im- 

aginative plasticine collage, 


Scene in the Sea, by Sundock~ 


Kim, and from Britain a wonder- 
fully big-bellied ceramic of Cyril 
Smith by Philip Colby. 

The accompanying brochure 
devoted most of its space to de- 
scribing the patrons of Mencap, 
the selectors; and the work of 
the organisation. There followed 
a few scattered prints and lists of 
the names and ages of the artists 
and the centres they attended. 

I would have been much more 
interested to read comments 
from the disabled artists on their 
and others’ work, what sort of re- 
sources there are for art in diffe- 
rent parts of the world, etc. 

Once again, in an event sup- 
posedly organised to highlight 
the work of disabled people, 
when it came to the brochure 
we were practically invisible. 

Elspeth Morrison 


Conquest: 10 years old 


In the library at Bourne Hall in 
Ewell, Surrey, a building resemb- 
ling a spaceship in a ’60s sci-fi 
movie, I visited the 10th 
«4niversary exhibition of Con- 
' quest, the society for art for the 
physically handicapped. 

Of the many drawings and 
paintings on show there were a 
number I enjoyed. I was struck, 
for instance, by Julie Ayres Fi- 
gures — black-and-pink, highly 
abstracted figures boldly drawn 
on a yellow ground. 

Jim Barton’s work, with its 
daubs of intense colour, is also 
strong and  atmospherically 
charged. I particularly ar hi 
his Billiard Table. 

There was some accom- 
plished naive work in the form of 
Maud Bullen’s scenes from vil- 
lage life, and some sensitive 
watercolours of flowers as bota- 
nical illustrations by Dorothy 
Ellis. Swooi Yeong’s Mountain 
View, also, was a rather charm- 
ing Japanese-style watercolour. 


However, apart from such mo- 
ments of visual enjoyment, I 
have to say that I found the ex- 
hibition profoundly disturbing. 

I would have liked a more 


rigorous selection of work, but I 


can see the arguments for repre- 
senting as many of the society’s 
250 members as possible. 

What really stuck in my throat 
was the constant reference to 
the specific disabilities of the 


artists. The captions listed 
“Name ... Disability ... Title ... 
Price...”, which struck me as de- 


grading. 

I questioned this and was told 
that the committee had decided 
on this format to point out that 
the exhibitors are “not artists 
but disabled people using art as 
therapy.” 

This simply does not follow. If 
you hold an art exhibition, the 
exhibitors are de facto artists, 
not professionals perhaps but 
artists nonetheless. By such 
labelling the exhibition was 
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turned, in my eyes, into a freak- 
show at one remove. 

Similarly, with (1 think) the in- 
tention of showing the progress 


’ made by some members since 


they joined, certain pieces were 
accompanied by signs in large, 
bold type. But to my mind the 
effect of writing “I CAN’T SEE” 
beneath a picture is to conjure 
up images of a Victorian match- 
seller, with everything that 
entails. : 

Conquest relies entirely on 
donations and volunteers to run 
its art classes. This exhibition 
and the accompanying video 
(presented in a rather similar 
vein) are obviously designed in 
part to raise money and help. He- 
rein lies much of the problem. It 
is one thing to promote sym- 
pathy and awareness, but quite 
another to provoke pity, albeit in 
a good cause. 


While I applaud their inten- _ 


tions, their devotion of time and 
energy and congratulate many of 
their achievements, I would 
urge Conquest and similar orga- 
nisations to stop and think for a 
moment. Look at developments 
in the area of arts and disability 
(SHAPE London is an obvious 
example). Realize that this sort 
of insensitivity in approach is be- 
coming less and less tolerable. 
Adam Reynolds 


Peer Gynt 


When Path Productions was 
formed in 1981, it was the only 
theatre company in Britain to in- 
tegrate able-bodied and disabled 
performers. It has staged many 
productions, from 18th century 
ballad opera to 20th century 
rock opera, to classics by Shaw, 
Shakespeare, Brecht — in this 
case, Ibsen. 

Peer Gynt, (Jeanetta eochteiic 
Theatre, 15-23 July) follows the 
travels of Peer from the fjords to 
the underworld palace of the 


ching 4 

It takes quality to produce 
quality, and Jimmie Wheels play- 
ed the part of Peer Gynt to 
perfection, influencing the other 
members of the cast. 

Valerie Brockbank played a 
very formidable Aase, Peer’s 
mother, and Clare Graydon- 
James displayed her lovely sing- 
ing voice in the role of Solveig. 

Each of the cast, apart from 
Peer, plays several characters. 
“Spare” disabled people have 
been used as uninvolved onlook- 


“ers in the past, which has. wor- 


ried me, but this time all were 
used to the full. 


lam concerned, however, that - 


Path is still controlled solely by 
able-bodied people. It can hardly 


call itself integrated unless dis- — 


abled people are involved in all 
areas. 
The company also seems to be 


unaware of the acceptable termi- 


Jimmie Wheels as Peer, with Sophie Reissner as Anitra. 


troll-king to exotic Arabian de- 
serts. It was set to music by 
Grieg. 

I am always disappointed if I 
find myself wishing I had read 
the story first, and I have to say I 
did. In a way this is a play for the 
dramatically initiated. 

It seems to be about.a man 
who spends his life chasing 
dreams, only to discover. that 
they are empty, unfulfilled and 
mediocre. I suppose I can under- 
stand the relevance of this to dis- 
ability, except that many of us 
disabled folk chase life long 
dreams only to discover that our 
lives have been very full and en- 


nology relating to disability. 

It is disappointing that there 
are no facilities for disabled peo- 
ple at the Jeannetta Cochrane 
theatre. There are no disabled 
loos and the bar is upstairs. The 
auditorium is ona slant, so ifyou, 
like me, use a wheelchair it be- 
comes very uncomfortable. 

That having been said, Path 
are providing professional and 
amateur actors, disabled and 
able-bodied, with a platform for 
expression and there has cer- 
tainly been a great deal of im- 
provement over the last two 
years. Bravo! 

Isobel Ward 


Peace on 
Earth 


At first glance, the inspiration for 
Peace on Earth, Heart ‘n Soul’s 
new show, seems rather un- 


promising: television’s preoc- 
cupation with the depressing 
and the trivial. 

“This is the News at Ten: it’s a 
bad, bad world!”, is the opening 
line, and you can see their point. 

Pino Friumento and Sarah 
Stephens play a young couple 
fed a diet of war, famine and 
money-grabbing game shows, 
who wish to themselves that 
they could get on TV and “do 
something good.” 

To this end, they wangle their 
way onto the Geoffrey Cash 
Show, a “Come on down’”-type 
parody _of a talent show, hosted 
by the brash and egotistical 
Geoffrey Cash (an excellent per- 
formance by Geoffrey Goodall, 


whose deep soul voice would 
not be out of place on the 
Motown label). 

When they start to sing, they 
get as far as the first line - “Peace 


on Earth, let’s love each other” — — 


before’ being. dragged off by an 
outraged Geoffrey. 

‘But after several songs, includ- 
ing The Rain Song — a possible 
first single — comic interludes 
and a bit of arguing, Cash is con- 
verted; ‘and’Pino and Sarah re- 
turn to the show with The Peace 
on Earth Band for a rousing finale 


that still makes my foot tap 2 | 


weeks later. 


Peace on Earth is not a very : 
’80s show — amidst the increas- — 
ing brutality and materialism 


dwelt on by the media, which 
they treat as ifit was an incurable 
fact of society, the title may seem 
laughably naive to some people. 
‘s\But the idea of a group of peo- 
ple with learning difficulties, 
who write and perform their 
own shows, who delight packed 
houses wherever they go and 
who prove that not only are they 


aware of what goes on in the © 
. world, but that they have the 
confidence and creativity to do — 


something about it, is a very un- 
80s one — and that’s a compli- 


ment. ihe. 
; Julian Marshall 
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A Sense of Self is an exhibition of 
photographs, taken by profes- 
sional photographers who acted 


as “facilitators” to capture the ' ‘ 


self-image their disabled sub- 
jects wanted to project. 

This imaginative way of shat- 
tering the tragic/heroic: images 
of disability so often portrayed 
by the media was thought up by 
Chris Davies, director of Shape, 
and organised by the photogra- 
phy organisation Camerawork in 
London. Sg 

Four professional photo- 
graphers, David Hevey, Rebecca 
Sinker, Caroll Pinkham and Im- 
ogen Young, worked closely 
with their disabled subjects, 


_ who were given the freedom to 


ng it through all the stages of 


chose the images for themselves 
which they wanted to convey. 
The results are impressive and 


enlightening. © 


Each photographer had a diffe- 
rent approach to the project, and 
clearly this influenced the end 
product. But what convinced me 
that the disabled subjects bad 
put across their own self-image 
was that the photographs which 
“worked”, regardless of who 
took them, were those where 
the subjects had a clearly de- 
fined “sense of self.” Not all of 
them did, which only served to 
highlight the need for an exhibi- 
tion like this which will encour- 
age disabled people to develop 
their self-image. ¢' 01>: 
~ Two themes cropped -up fre- 
quently. Several of the subjects 
chose to be‘photographed out- 
doors, in places they associated 
with freedom, peace and reflec- 
tion. John Hawkridge, mountain 
climber and traveller, chose to 
be photographed sitting quietly 
in his garden, in contrast to the 
“action man” image the media 
has given him. 

The symbolic freedom of rural 
open spaces was often deliber- 
ate, and certainly exploded the 
idea of disabled people being 
shut away in institutions. 


“Media images of disabled people tend to present us as heroes or tragedies. What I am is an ordinary 


op? 
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bloke who enjoys ordinary things” — George Theobald. Photo by Rebecca Sinker. 


The other strain I noticed run- 
ning through the exhibition was 
humour and wit. 

Many of the subjects chose 
cheerful, up-beat images: Yvon- 
ne Lynch, photographed by Re- 
becca Sinker, is smiling broadly, 


_ surrounded by balloons and 


streamers in a party atmosphere. 
The photo which accompanies it 
illustrates the tragedy others see 
in her disability (multiple scler- 
osis ) — she is laid out in a coffin 
surrounded by candles. 

All the photographers used 
colour. Caroll Pinkham said she 
chose it “to disassociate from the 
grainy black and ~— white 
documentary style of images ab- 
out disabled people”, and it cer- 
tainly had this effect. In one very 
close-up photo of actress Ellen 
Wilkie, taken by David Hevey, 
the colours of her bold, bright 
make-up work beautifully to pro- 
ject her positive self-image. 

As far as photographic skill is 
concerned, David Hevey and Re- 
becca Sinker take the prizes. | 
was surprised by the relatively 
poor quality of some of the 
photographs by Imogen Young 
and the Creative Women of Car- 


diff, until I realised that Imogen 


had merely acted as an adviser — 
most of the women in Cardiff 
had photographed each other. 
This accounts both for the less 
professional appearance of the 
photos and for the fresh and 
natural images they captured. 

I liked a set of Shan Frost going 
about her daily life, shopping, at 
a jumble sale, visiting the ice rink 
with her children and attending 
a meeting of the South Glamor- 
gan Women’s Committee. 

But while the natural, snap- 
shot quality worked here, other 
photos by the group failed to 
convey any real message and 
could have done with -a little 
more “craft”. 

Caroll Pinkham and the four 
students of Poplar College, Lon- 
don, whom she worked with, 
took a rather different approach 
to the project than the others. 

What emerged from their ear- 
ly discussions were very definite 
ideas about how they did not 
want to be portrayed and they 
chose non-realist images to put 
over their ideas) A‘ series called 
Angels and Devils illustrates 
some of the attitudes they en- 
counter daily. Lydia Bent is 
offered a baby’s dummy in 


patronised and in another pic- 
ture has a Superman T-shirt 
thrust on her. The thinking be- 
hind the photographs is not ori- 
ginal, but they are none-the-less 
fairly potent in getting the mes- 
sage across. 

The second part of this 
group’s work, which showed 
them at work and play, was dis- 
appointing — but it did illustrate 
the point that-you need to have a 
well-developed sense of self in 
order to get it across through the 
camera lense. 

Despite their firm ideas about 
how they did not want to be 
seen, they were less sure about 
how they actually saw them- 
selves, and this lack of confi- 
dence came across clearly. One 
of the few photos of this set 
which worked was of Michael 
Barnaby weightlifting. The con- 
centration and determination on 
his face showed that this was 
really bim. 
Karen Wingate 


The exhibttion-is abthe Camer- 
awork Gallery, 121 Roman 
Road, Bethnal Green, London 
E2 until 6 August. Tues-Fri 1- 
6pm. Sat 11-3pm. 


Caring Together: guide- 


lines for carers’ self-help 
and support groups 
by Judy Wilson 


(National Extension College, 


£3.95. Obtainable from the 
Kings Fund Centre, 126 Albert 
Street, London NW1 7NF) 


This is a valuable and long over- 
due addition to the growing 
array of information for carers. 
Although the book will be a 
tremendous help to representa- 
tives from the, health, and social 
services who are working with 
carers, of major importance to 
‘me is that Caring Together is 
clearly directed at carers them- 
selves. This signifies that carers 
are not viewed simply as a group 
in need of support but rather as a 
‘cross-section of society, many of 
whom are more than capable of 
taking full responsibility for in- 
itiating a carers’ group and tak- 


growth. It is very much about 
handing the power back to 
carers. 

For many years national orga- 
nisations have collated informa- 
tion about carers’ support 
groups, but lack of resources has 
meant that we have not been 
able to efficiently pass this on. At 
last we have one source of in- 
formation that takes people 
through all the stages of setting 
up the group and encourages 
group members to use their full 
potential. 

Examples are given of activi- 
ties that existing groups are in- 
volved with but it is also made 
quite clear that, no matter how 
small and simple the group is, it 
is as valuable as the larger “ac- 
tion” group. 

Also, the author does not just 
talk about potential success but 
takes readers through some of 
the more common problems 
that regularly crop up. Just 
knowing that it is not unusual to 
have difficulties is re-assuring in 
itself. 

In the same way that Caring 
Together is the joint effort of a 
number of organisations and in- 
dividuals, so the book stresses 
the importance to carers’ groups 
of working alongside other orga- 
nisations in their own area. I am 


particularly pleased to see this 
issue raised because in my ex- 
perience it is very easy for 
groups to lose vitality and 
strength, and for carers outside 
the group to be neglected simply 
because the group members 
have become so insular. 

I whole-heartedly recom- 
mend Caring Together to any- 
one who is involved with or con- 
sidering support for carers. By 
assisting existing groups and en- 
couraging new ones, it gives 
more strength to the carers’ 
movement and goes one step 
further towards providing rec- 
ognition and assistance to the 
thousands of carers who are still 
completely isolated. 

Margaret Jefferies 


Look out for... 


The Disabled Photographers 
Society invites entries for its 
annual exhibition/competition 
by 10 August. The competition is 
open to any disabled person and 
all entries must have been taken 
since 31 August, 1987. Photos 
may be trade processed. For full 
details and rules write to Exhibi- 
tion Secretary, 190 Secrett 
House, Ham Close, Ham, Rich- 
mond, Surrey TW10 7PE. 


Disabled artists day will be 
held again this year at Covent 
Garden Piazza on 7 August, 12 
noon — 5pm. Performers include 
musicians Isobel Ward, Jodelko, 
and Heart n’ Soul and comedians 
Jag Plah and Allan Sutherland. 
The day is promoted by Alterna- 


- tive Arts and Artsline, informa- 


tion from Michael Hempstead or 
Ros Dodd on 01-240 5451. 


Sculpture workshops for peo- 
ple with visual disabilities will be 
led by artists Simon Granger and 
Jefford Horrigan at the 
Whitechapel Art Gallery, Lon- 
don E1 on 3 & 10 August and 14 
September, 10am-3pm each day. 
For details phone Fiona Nichol- 
son on 01-377 5015. 
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Same Difference 
is back with bite 


Welcome back, Same Differ- 
ence (C4, Mondays from 6 
June ). The new series of 8 prog- 
rammes, while still having an iro- 


_nic sense of humour, is substan- 


tially stronger than it was last 

year. Items are longer and mor 
serious. Instead of scratching the 

surface, topics are examined in 

depth, leaving me with a greater 

sense of satisfaction. 

Though as I write there are 
still 3 programmes yet to see, I 
doubt whether any will surpass 
the biting investigation into the 
credibility of the Royal Associa- 
tion for Disability and Rehabilita- 
tion (RADAR). The teeth it 
showed were unmistakably sav- 
age, and it was all the better for 
not pretending to be rigidly im: 
partial. ss 

As yet, though, Same Differ- 
ence has not examined much to 
do with either learning difficul- 
ties or deafness. Two series 
which did specialise in these 
areas have just finished. 

British Sign Language: A 
Beginner’s Course (BBC1) 
will be shown again in the au- 
tumn. It is a must for any hearing 
person who really wants to be 
disability aware. 

Barring a miracle, though, 
there will be no more A Life of 
Our Own (BBC1), a series by 
and about people with learning 
difficulties. which probably 
would not have been made but 
for the finance and encourage- 
ment of MENCAP. 

Is this section of our commun- 
ity to be totally without a part of 
television to call its own? At. 
would be tragic if it was. Even 
more so in the light of 
documentaries such as The 
Heart of the Matter (BBC1, 26 
June). 

I think this was supposed to be 
a fair look at both sides of the 
argument about whether or not 
people should welcome as 
neighbours people with learning 
difficulties. It might have meant 
to be fair, but it certainly wasn't! 
It gave undue time to those who 
were extremely prejudiced, and 
chose so-called “advocates” 
who, although kindly, emerged 
as patronising. 

Joan Bakewell, presenting and 
reporting the topic, frequently 
referred to fear of “mentally 
handicapped people” as being” 
“natural” or “understandable”. If 
that’s her idea of balance, it cer- 
tainly isn’t mine, particularly as 
the images shown were exclu- 
sively of those who were visibly 
the most different. 

There was no attempt to talk 
to anyone with a learning diffi- 
culty. Could The Heart of the 
Matter people please talk to 
those involved with A Life of 
Our Own before ever making a 
programme on this topic again? 

The same able-bodied pre- 
judice was exemplified in Crys- 
tal Clear (BBC1, 26 June), a play 
about blindness. There 7s drama 
in disability, but it doesn’t have 
to be the trauma of gaining a dis- 
ability. 

Link (ITV, 12, 16 &19 June) 
welcomed back presenter Rosa- 
lie Wilkins by showing three ex- 
cellent films on disability poli- 
tics in America. It was a return tr 
the Link we knew before last 
September, and that’s a compli- 
ment! 

Chris Davies 
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Share Your Problems 


With Margaret Morgan 


The comfort of 
knowing we 
are not alone 


Judging from the contents of my 
postbag many people gain com- 
fort and assurance from knowing 
that they are not alone in facing a 
particular problem. Being able 
to empathise and pass on tips is 
So an encouragement to those 
willing to share their experi- 
ences. So, here are four more let- 
ters from readers who would 
like to hear from others facing 
similar difficulties. 


“We would value your and 
your readers’ help with a 
lem. 
probl ic daughter, now 
27, has for the past 11 years 
had disturbed nights because 
of shaking all over her body. 
This shaking varies from one 
t& twenty times per night and 
to stop it she must be turned 
over and calmed down before 
she can get back to sleep. 

A number of times during 
the past few years she has had 
to have antibiotics and while 
she has been on these (and 
for a time after taking them) 
we have noticed a great re- 
duction in her shaking. 

We know our daughter is 
not alone with this shaking 
problem, so we contacted 
one of the makers of the anti- 
biotics and asked them if they 
knew of this improvement. 
We wondered if this could be 
traced to any ingredient 
which could be separated 
from the antibiotic content 
and then be prescribed to 
prevent shaking. The com- 
pany has, however, said they 
‘fave no knowledge of this 
positive effect, but that if my 
daughter’s experience is not 
unique, it may be worth in- 
vestigating further. 

Can you please ask your 
readers to contact you if they 


have found the same be- 
nefits, and state the type of 
antibiotics taken? Then if the 
response is good, we can take 
this matter further.” 


“¥ would like to hear from 
anyone with a similar prob- 
lem to mine, who could tell 
me how they have got on. I 
had my right foot amputated 
two-and-a-half years ago and 
was left with my heel. I also 
have a height difference of 
over one inch. 

The Limb Centre hasn't 


DN’s telephone 
counsellor has 
new number 


If you want advice ona per- 
sonal or spiritual problem, 
why not talk to Lin Ber- 
wick, Disability Now’s 
telephone counsellor, 
who is disabled herself? 
Lin is at the end of the 
line on Monday after- 
noons from lpm to 5pm, 
and on Thursdays from 


6pm to 10pm. 


Her new telephone 
number is Hornchurch 
(04024) 77582. 


been very helpful and I was 
wondering how other read- 
ers are able to walk and what 
sort of shoes they can wear.” 


“Has anyone reading this 
heard of Peroneal Muscular 
Atrophy, or Charcot-Marie- 
Tooth Disease? Neither had I, 
though my parents knew this 
strange name, as my father 
also has the disability. I was 
diagnosed at the age of four. 
Until a few years ago we 
had never found anybody 
else with this disease. Then I 
attended a college for physi- 
cally disabled adults, where I 
met a young man with the 
same disability, though it 
affects him slightly different- 


Having a disability that no- 
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body has heard about makes 
things difficult when a stran- 
ger asks you what is wrong 
with you. You try to explain, 
but as you don’t really know 
yourself, it is nota lot ofhelp. 
This not knowing can often 
get you depressed, frustrated 
and even angry. 

In Canada a journalist who 
was feeling like this decided 
to do something about it. Af- 
ter long discussiwns it was de- 
cided to try to find people in 
the UK with this disability. 
The word got round and our 
first meeting was held in May 
last year. 

Our aim is to form support 
groups to give people a 


chance to meet others in the 


same position. I need your 
help as much as you, maybe, 
need mine. People with the 
same disability can help each 
other. 

If you would like to belong 
to an organisation that does 
care about how you are feel- 
ing, do get in touch with me: 
Lisa Britton, 31 West Park, 
Castle Cary, Somerset.” 


“I have great trouble when 
my son needs his teeth seen 
to. I haven’t found a dentist 
who really understands that 
Bobby is mentally handicap- 
ped. As he gets older — he is 
now 14 — everyone just gets 
more irritated by his be- 
haviour. 

The trouble is that Bobby 
doesn’t look handicapped, 
and I hate having to explain 
his gies ages to everyone we 
mol 

by © , as scared of 
to the dentist and if we 
fave to wait he gets more and 
more agitated and noisy. By 
the time the dentist sees him, 
he is almost uncontrollable. _ 

Is there anything I can do 
to find a dentist who under- 
stands? I wonder how other 
parents cope?” 


I think you would be wise to ex- 
plain to your dentist and his re- 
ceptionist about Bobby’s anx- 
ieties and fears. I am sure they 
would give you a_ specific 
appointment and do their best 
not to keep you waiting. 

If your present dentist isn’t 
very co-operative, why not find 
another who understands more 
about the special needs of young 
people like Bobby? 

The-Disabled Living Founda- 
tion has a very useful set of notes, 
Dentistry and Disability (for 
disabled people and non-dental 
professionals), which they will 
be glad to send you. 

The British Society of Dentis- 
try for the Handicapped may 
well be able to advise on the 
selection of a sympathetic de- 
ntist, so do contact them if you 


| encounter difficulties. 


Disabled Living Foundation, 
380/384 Harrow Road. London 
W9 2HU, tel:01-289 6111. 

British Society of Dentistry for 
thé Handicapped, c/o Dental 
Department, Priory Terrace, 
Hassett Street, Bedford, tel: 
(0234) 65141. : 
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Conferences and leisure 
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East Sussex, 20-21-August. Besides new Austin Rover cars on show, 
there will be a converted Rover 2000 and Montego, and possibly a 


~ converted Metro supplied by Banstead Mobility Centre. Austin Rovy- 


er’s mobility department will be there, with Wards Mobility of Tun- 
bridge Wells, who do car adaptations, and representatives from local 
driving schools. Lunch will be available. For further information con- 
tact Martin Blackaby, tel: (0273) 473186. 


Arts Training Programme of Leicester Polytechnic is running 2 
residential courses for community arts workers and film and video 
producers. Straws II, 1-4 September, will offer 6 different workshops 
including creative writing and new circus. £140 inclusive of tuition, 
food and accommodation. Low Down, 14-15 September is on the 
budgetting and production of low budget films and videos. £70 inclu- 
sive of tuition, food and accommodation. For full details contact Karen 
Hulett on (0533) 431011, ext 247. 


Participate 88 is a series of events organised by Bradford Council and 
Invalid (the disabled people’s arts organisation ) to get disabled people 
in Bradford involved in local arts activities - as performers, workers 
and audiences. In On The Act, 1-9 September, is a 9-day residential 
course for up to 40 students. There will be classes in movement, 
mime, music and many other activities. Sign language interpreters and 
24 hour assistance available. Arty Party, 16 September, is a chance to 
make costumes, masks and puppets for the Lord Mayor’s Parade on 17 
September. Activate 88, 22 September, is a show by artists with disabi- 
lities from all over the country. For more information telephone Sue 
Haigh on (0274) 752656. 


A Study Day for Professionals is being held by the Association for 
Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus (ASBAH)on 2 September at South- 
ampton University. It will include sessions oneducation and learning 
difficulties, employment, self image and changes: in physical status. 
The cost is £46.17 including lunch. Booking/enquiry forms are avail- 

able from Susie Dobson, ASBAH, 22 Upper Wolnhat Place, London 
WC1H OEP, tel: 01-388 1382. vs j 

Supporting Players seminars have bee Rene by Family Cir- 
cle magazine with the founders of an integrated London drama group 
made up of able-bodied and special needs children. The aim is to help 


other people set up workshops. Participants get a fact pack on finding — 


premises, funding, scripts, costume making and so-on. The next venue 
is the Griffin Hotel, Leeds on 3 September, then the Cumbria Hotel, 
Carlisle on 10 September. Each seminar runs from 2-5pm. Entrance is 
by free ticket, write to Lucinda Rathsach, Family Circle Promotions, 
Supporting Players, 38 Hans Crescent, London SW 1X OLZ. Tickets ona 
first come, first served basis. puerto 78 


The Association for Research into Réswicied Growth is having a 
convention at Selby Fork Hotel, Leeds from:16-18 September. It will 
discuss medical developments and there will be an exhibition on daily 
living, with stands covering clothing, home adaptions, employment 
and the world from the viewpoint of the small person. Plus a full social 
programme for adults and children. For details of rates and booking 
forms, contact Mrs P Worsfold, 3 Navestock Close, Rayleigh, Essex SS6 
OSA, tel: (0268) 781727. 


The Annual Conference of the Disabled Living Centres Council is 
on 28 September, at the Littkewood Hall, Leeds General Infirmary. Its 
theme is information dissemination for disabled people, their carers 
and service providers and it will include sessions on how to use the 
media, DHSS initiatives, and Department of Trade & Industry develop- 
ments into databases for people with disabilities. £25 including lunch. 


’ A disabled drivers’ day is being held at Caffyns, Brooks Road, Lewes, — 


Pe 
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Further details from Mrs S Tunstall, William Merritt Disabled Living a 


Centre, St Mary’s Hospital, Green Hill Road, Armley, Leeds LS12 3QE, 
tel: (0532) 793140. 


A new MSc course in Gerontology is starting at Kings College, 
London in October. Gerontology is the study of human ageing proces- 
ses and the circumstances of elderly people. The course aims to offer 


multi-disciplinary training to students who have a background in so- 


cial welfare, nursing, social sciences and. medicine. Full details are 
available from Melanie Gardner, tel: 01-836 5454 ext 2179. 


The first National Exhibition of Speech Therapy Equipment will 
be held at the Dolphin Centre in Darlington, 24-25 November. A 
catalogue of the equipment on display will be available during and 
after the exhibition. More information from Stephen Kirkby, Exhibi- 
tion Co-ordinator, 4 Albert Street, Western Hill, Durham DH1 4RL, tel: 
(0325) 380100 ext 3001. 


Courses at Castle Priory . 


Goal Planning — a practical workshop on the Houts- and Scott 
method of individual planning suitable for a wide range of settings and 
client groups. 5-6 September. Tuition £65. Residence £29.25. Non- 
residence £20. 


Phonology and Articulation Workshop — for speech therapists 
and teachers of children with special learning difficulties. 19 Septem- 
ber. Fee £19.50. 
(404 | 

Listening and Responding — a basic course for staff t to improve lay 
counselling skills in relation to those they work with (numbers li- 
mited). 7-9 October. Tuition £75. Residence £49. Non-residence 
&20. 


Working with Special Needs Children in the Ordinary and Spe- 
cial School — Classroom and Individual Management — a one day 
course for teachers and classroom staff from special and mainstream 
schools. 15 October. Fee £19.50 inclusive. 


Further information from Castle Priory College, Thames Street, Wal- 


lingford, Oxon OX10 OHE. Please enclose SAE. Tel(0491) 37551. 
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PRODUCT 
BRIEFING 


| DN’s pick of what’s new or 
_ interesting on the market 


Time for 


_beddy buys! 


_ The Swiss-developed Lattoflex 


is claimed to provide the ideal 
sleeping position for the spine 
and for muscular relaxation. 

_ The bed has an inner frame 
made of twin spring beech 'slats 
which finely adjust to every part 


of the body. These are mounted * 


on rubber rocker bearings 
which absorb the body’s move- 
ment and provide contour- 
hugging support. 

There are 4 types of Lattoflex 
frame, offering increasing levels 
of back and foot section adjusta- 
bility without the need to get out 
of bed. 


Prices start at: around £700!' 


Details of: stockists: from ‘Roy 
Agombar, tel: (0903) 207442):25 


OBAS, the word’s largest ortho- 


paedic bed manufacturer, has in- 
troduced what it claims is the 
first generally affordable ortho- 


~ paedic bed. 


Either half of ‘the Medibed 


_ mattress can be raised .at the 
~ ‘touch of a lever, helping *to ire=: 


lieve a wide range of ailments, 
including back pain, chronic 
bronchitis and circulatory prob- 
lems. 

For free advice and consulta- 
tion, contact OBAS, OBAS 


House, 6 Bow Common ‘Lane, ' 
London E3 4AX, tel: 01-538: 


- 1361. As each bed is customised, 
prices vary. 


Huntleigh Technology claims its 
new Superdown range of press- 
ure sore prevention mattresses, 
cushions and fibre pads are the 
toughest on the market, despite 
being “soft, light and washable.” 

They are made from a new 
flame resistant fibre called SiF- 


FLEX, a blend of non-allergenic’ 


polyester which absorbs and 
spreads local pressure. It 
bounces back when pressure is 
removed and creates a well- 


- ventilated and even-tempera- 


ture environment around the 
skin. The fibres are covered with 
flame retardent cotton. 

The Doubledown (£120) is 
made of 2 layers of mattress 
which can be separated for easy 
cleaning and quicker drying. The 
Unidown (£85) is a one-piece 
Superdown mattress. 


For people at risk of pressure 


sores, the Double Bubble is as 
comfortable as a standard bub- 
ble pad, has twice the usual lift 
and: costs less than £100. It 
moulds itself naturally to the us- 
_ er’s shape, gives total support at 
lower inflation pressures than 
conventional sore prevention 
mattresses and runs off a stan- 
dard alternating pressure pump. 
For more information, contact 


Huntleigh Technology PLC, - 


Healthcare Division, 310-312 
Dallow Road, Luton LU1 1SS. Tel: 
(0582) 413104. ; en 
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Tough competition and 
gentle recreation at 
National CP Championships 


The National CP Championships 
at Stoke Mandeville, 15-17 July, 
were successful on several 
levels. Not only did some com- 
petitors have their first chance of 
international competition with 
world class boccia players from 
Denmark, Belgium and the Irish 
Republic, but others found satis- 
faction in attempting a wide vari- 
ety of events at a more leisurely 
and recreational pace. 

Many athletes who will repre- 
sent Great Britain at the Paralym- 
pics in October showed their 
prowess, among them guest 
athlete Gerald McConnell from 
Scotland, who reached:a person- 
al best in the 400 metres, and 


David Tillotson 


Farban Abmed, class 6 javelin. 


Stephen Syndercombe who 
made a good showing in the 
same race. 

Terry Hudson, a Class 1 com- 
petitor going to Seoul and a 
bronze medallist in the 1984 Pa- 
ralympics, met his arch-rival, 
Henryk Jorgenson from De- 
nmark. Terry comes from the 
Bedford Buxton Centre and ex- 
cels in the wheelchair slalom. 
For the first time he beat Jorgen- 
son with a time of 61.46 seconds 
to the Dane’s 63 seconds. 

At a gentler level, Peter Win- 
nup, from the Papworth Village 


Settlement run by the Red Cross, 
was satisfied to have knocked 
several seconds off his time in 
the 100 metres wheelchair race, 
to reach a personal best of 38.2 
seconds. 

Peter has been coming to the 
championships since 1969 and 
says he has been gratified to see 


_ Sport for cp people develop from 


“glorified physio” into a system 
with classification. providing 
good competition all round. 

Schools made a good showing 
and among the youngest stars 
was Lesley McFarlane (12), a 
group 3 competitor from Percy 
Hedley, Newcastle, who won the 
50 metres weave. — 

Also showing their mettle 
were some of the four 16+ 
athletes from Thomas Delarue 


‘School in Kent who are going to 


Seoul, among them Chris Morris, 
who helped England win the 
team Boccia (Denmark were 
second, Belgium third). 

Each year at these cham- 
pionships there is a demonstra- 
tion event. This year bowls was 
played for the first time. It drew 
36 entries. Such support means 
that it will probably be in the 
programme for next year. Fenc- 
ing has been suggested as the de- 
monstration sport for 1989. 

Robert Bevington, sports de- 
velopment officer for The Spas- 
tics Society, thought that so 
much skill in the bowls event 
was remarkable. “The bowls fin- 
al was keenly fought”, he said, 
“and I see little doubt about the 
future of the event in the cham- 
pionships. 

“Of the championships over- 
all, it is difficult to get a picture 
with so many events and nearly 
250 competitors taking part. But 
I was certainly impressed by the 
28-strong CP sports team going 
to Seoul. They had obviously 
trained hard to improve their 
times and distances. We should 
come back with a few medals.” 

: Beryl Leaver 


Difficulty in speaking? 
Lightwriter SL1 

small 8 inches wide 

portable battery-operated 


simple very easy to use 


Type what you want to say 


“as you type, the message builds up on two easy-to-read displays 


TOBY CHURCHILL LTD 
20 Panton Street 


CAMBRIDGE CB2 1HP 
England 0223 316117 
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Diane Barr of N. Ireland received her gold medal for the 100m indi- 


vidual medley (class1) from 1980 Olympic champion Duncan 
Goodhew. She broke the world record in 1 min. 26.9 secs. Joanne 
Round was second, and Samantha Tracey came third. 


in good form for Seoul 


The National British Sports Asso- 
ciation for the Disabled Swim- 
ming Gala, held in Darlington on 
16 July, was a good opportunity 
to see the Paralympic team in ac- 
tion before the Games in Seoul in 
October. 

Almost all the team members 
took part and they looked in ex- 
cellent form, breaking no less 
than 22 world records. (subject 
to ratification) and 86 national 
records — a good indication that 
the team chosen is the right one. 

This was the first time the 
swimmers had come together 
for a competition since the 
selection and morale was su- 
perb. 

The gala, excellently orga- 
nised by Carol Bradley, BSA 
national swimming coordinator, 
was held in three sessions, witha 
total of 121 events. Over 150 


@ Swollen legs 

@ Respiratory 
or mobility 
problems? 


Then turn your restless 


Concept Bedding Limited 


144-148 Greys Inns Road, London WC1X 8AA 


PLEASE SEND ME FURTHER DETAILS 
NAME___ 
ADDRESS 


SLEEPLESS 


DO YOU SUFFER FROM: 


@ Backache @ Arthritis 
@ Rheumatic pains 


sleepless nights into comfort and 

tranquility with one of the classic range of 

beds from Concept Bedding 

@ Assists respiratory and mobility problems by using the new revolutionary 
adjustable oscillating mattress 

@ Move in and out of bed effortlessly 

@ Hand-held control system provides numerous comtortabie sleeping 
positions to ensure rest and constant sleep. _ 

@ Simpie dual controls offer individual positions for double beds 


PROBABLY THE BEST NIGHT’S SLEEP | 
YOU'LL EVER HAVE! 


competitors with all kinds of dis- 
abilities took part. 
Martin Mansell 


Martin Mansell is a member of 
the Paralympic cp swimming 
team. He broke the world record 
for 200m individual medley 
with a swim of 2.08 minutes. 


New sports mag 


Athletic Challenge is Britain’s 
first glossy, full-colour disabled 
sports magazine, launched in 


“July. It will cover all current 


events in the disabled sports 
world, and carry features on 
training, knowing your sport et 
Available on subscription at 
£15.60 for 12 issues a year from 
Josie Cichockyj, Editor, Athletic - 
Challenge, 23 Pack Horse Cen- 
tre, Huddersfield HD1 2RT. 


POSTCODE. 2 ses 3 0 ted aes = TEL NO 


In June 39 readers gener- 
ously donated a total of 
£357 to Disability Now. 
Thank you to: 


Cllr J Baker, St Leonards on Sea 
Jenny Baron, Newport, Gwent 
Mr K Barton, Horley, Surrey 

Mr F Bastock, Wakefield, W Yorks 


~# Mrs S Bingham, Doncaster 


a ad 


Miss Rosalie Boxall, Camberley, 
Surrey 

Miss W Boyle, Westward Ho, Devon 
Miss B Brightman, Leighton Buzzard, 
Beds 

Miss Alma Canter, Ilford, Essex 

Mr A Carman, Warrington, Cheshire 
Miss Denise Clare, Northwich, 
Cheshire 

Mrs E Crouch, Northampton 

Ealing CDA, Southall, Middx 

Brian Eckersley, Stalybridge, 
Cheshire 

Mr Simon Ford, London SW 11 

Mr R Foster, Milton Keynes 

Miss K Fox, Bradford, W Yorks 

Mr Thomas Fullerd, Oldham, Lancs 
Tony Furniss, Bakewell, Derbyshire 
Mrs E Gee, Knaresborough, N Yorks 
Mr Tony Hooker, Hailsham, E Sussex 
Mukti Jain, London W4 

Mrs Lilian Lucking, Taunton, 
Somerset 

Mr D Marsh, Runcorn, Cheshire 
Miss S Melville, Surbiton, Surrey 
Meridian Disability Assoc, Newhaven 
A Meyers, Liverpool 

Jane Nyman, Birmingham 

George Perry, Manchester 

Miss Pam Rutt, Rickmansworth, Herts 
Mrs B Saiter, Weymouth, Dorset 

M Shaer, Hampton, Middx 

Mr J Shaw, Manchester 

Mr & Mrs N Small, Bromley 

Mr M Wales; Upminster, Essex 

Mrs M Webb, Cirencester, Glos 
Miss P Williams, Helston, Cornwail 
Winchester & District Spastics 
Society 

plus one anonymous supporter 

To join them, please send 
your cheque or postal order 
(made out to The Spastics 
Society ) to Gayle Mooney, 
Room 2B, Disability Now, 
Freepost, 12 Park Crescent, 


London W 1E 3EB. 
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The BBC has appointed 33-year- 
old Neil Gledhill as its first 
equal opportunities officer for 
people with disabilities. 

He will be working with other 
personnel and equal opportuni- 
ties officers to help the BBC ex- 
amine its policy and ensure that 
more disabled people are em- 
ployed by the organisation. 

He previously worked as a 
personnel officer for the London 
borough of Lambeth, dealing 
with its controversial positive 
discrimination policies and man- 
aging to get more than 300 reg- 
istered disabled people jobs 
with the council. 
SS 
Part of the way through his de- 
gree in Wood Science at Bangor 
University, Mike Croggan was 
diagnosed as having motor 
neurone disease. 

With one year of the course to 
go, doctors suggested he call off 
his studies, but he persisted, and 
2 years later he has a first class 
honours degree. Furthermore, 
he is half way to raising the 
£20,000 he needs to put himself 
through a PhD at Oxford. 

Although he has lost over 3/2 
stones and is 99 per cent physi- 
cally dependent on others, his 
brain power remains undimi- 
nished. Self-pity and bitterness 
are not part of his vocabulary. 
The biggest blow, he says, was 
not being able to drive his sports 
car any more. 

To contribute to his appeal, 


‘contact any Natwest bank in 


Sheffield. 


CO-ORDINATOR 


We are seeking a full-time Co-ordinator whose responsibilities will include arranging the 
holidays, training courses and social events; promotion of theo ganisation and its work, 
both to people with disabilities and the general public, and the general administration of 


the office. 


The successful applicant will be expected to work under the general direction of the 
voluntary Executive Committee. He/She will need good administrative and typing skills an 
be willing to take on responsibility. WP experience would be an advantage. ‘ 


The post carries a salary of circa £8,500. 


Closing date for applications: 15th August, 1988 3 


| For further details please contact: 
SUE HAWKINS. 

| THE UPHILL SKI CLUB OF GB 
12 PARK CRESCENT, 
LONDON W1N 4EQ 
Tel 01-636 1989 


The Uphill Ski Club of GB is a charity which provides skiing 
and wintersports holidays for people with disabilities. Itis 


an affiliated group of the Spastics Society. 
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THE UPHILL SKI CLUB 
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Mont Blanc, Europe’s highest 
mountain, was conquered for 
the first time by blind climbers 
last month. 

David Hurst, 28, and Alan 
Matthews, 35, spent 2 years pre- 
paring for the 15,771-ft climb, 
with trips to Scotland and the 
Alps. They reached the top in 7 
1/2 hours on an unusually hot 
day, which softened the snow so 
much it “was like wading 
through meringue,” said David. 
‘We were part of a team, not just 
dragged up by a guide,” he said. 
He hopes to try the Himalayas 
next. Meanwhile, he will keep fit 
with. international water skiing 
and captaining the British blind 
judo team in Seoul this October. 

‘Alan holds the Blind UK re- 
cord for the javelin and is plan- 
ning a John O’Groats to Lands 
End walk next year with a friend 
in a wheelchair. 

The two met on an Outward 
Bound selection weekend, orga- 
nised by the expedition’s orga- 
nisers, the Guide Dog Adventure 
Group. 


Anita Maunsell, for 7 years 
head of The Spastics Society’s 
publicity. and information de- 
partment, has left to become a 
freelance consultant. 

Her legacy is to have helped 
change public attitudes to cere- 
bral palsy — and disability — in a 
number of ways. She pioneered 
advertisements which focused 
on the normality of cp people 
and not their tear-jerking differ- 
ences; she produced a leaflet dis- 
ceuraging the-use of words like 
“cripple” or “spastic”; she com- 
missioned Land of Droog, a 
video and teaching pack for 
schools, and she strengthened 
the information and publicity of 
The Spastics Society and intro- 


Something to buy or 
sell? Looking for 
friends or staff? Why 


not advertise in DN?. 
For £2 a line, you can 

reach over 25,000 people. 

! (Minimum charge £8. Find-a-Friend | 
is free and all classified ads are free for | 
|) members of The Spastics Society and | 
| affiliated groups. ) Phone 01-6365020 | 
| ext 245, or 01-252 1362 for boxed ads. | 


EQUAL 
OFFICER 


A Job-Share 


OOW 


We are an equal 


OPPORTUNITIES | 


BBC Network Radio 


Position for one year 


RADtTI 0O 


opportunities employer 


Opportunities Officers. 


A salary up to 
September 1989. 


Based: Central London. Access for people using wheel- 
chairs is not ideal, but every effort would be made to make 


suitable arrangements. 


Contact us immediately for application form (quote ref. 
9823/DI and enclose s.ae.) BBC Corporate Recruitment 
Services, London W1A 1AA. Tel: 01-927 5799. 

Completed application forms should be returned by 19th 


August 1988. 


The BBC is taking positive action in the field of equal 
opportunities and already has an established team of Equal 


__ The successful candidate will work on a job-share basis 
with the Equal Opportunities Officer in Network Radio. 

Ideally you should have experience in all aspects of equal 
opportunities, including those relating to women, minority ethnic 
groups and people with disabilities. You must also demonstrate 
the necessary drive to assist in the forward development of 
Radio’s Equal Opportunities Action Plan including contact with 
external agencies/organisations. 

_ _Acommitment to the job-share is essential. This currently 
involves working alternate weeks of 3 days and 2 days, but 
arrangements are negotiable. 


8,000 p.a. is offered, for a contract to 


Alan Matthews 


cluced a corporate style. 

Most important, to those of us 
on Disability Now, she encour- 
aged DN to grow from a house 
journal into a national disability 


1 
Nominations are invited for the 
Whitbread Community Care 
Awards. 15 individuals or 
groups will receive £1,000 for 
their work in the community. 
(£500 to go towards the cause 
and £500 to be spent at the win- 
ner’s discretion.) The closing 
date for nominations is 19 
September and forms are avail- 


able from Whitbread Commun- 


ity Care Awards, Freepost, Man- 
chester M2 8BS. 


Tunstall Telecom are also run- 
ning National Caring Awards. 
There are 2 categories — indi- 
viduals and organisations. The 
winning individual will receive a 
£1,000 holiday of their choice 
and the winning organisation 
will get £5,000. The awards are 
for people who have made a spe- 
cial contribution to the care of 
elderly or disabled people. The 
closing date is 30 September. 


Nomination forms are from Shar- 
on Carroll, Tunstall Telecom, 
Whitley Lodge, Whitley Bridge, 
Yorkshire DN14 OJT. 


newspaper, which informs peo- 
ple with disabilities and reflects 
the growing influence of the dis- 
ability movement. 


HARINGEY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SERVICE 


Crust, lob {0 


The newly structured Economic Development Service aims to combat 
unemployment ‘through initiatives to® assist and develop local enterprise 
and give local people from all communities equal access to jobs. We aim to 
create and retain jobs and. to promote.good employment and training = 
practices. Promoting equal opportunities is key to all our work and we 
target those people traditionally denied access to the economic process. 


The Service comprtises 5 teams with over 40 staff working on Range Grades 
with good career opportunities. Appointments are normally made to the 
lower end of the grade. 


a 


B® PAY AWARD PENDING FOR ALL POSTS <4 


PRIVATE SECTOR TEAM LEADER 


PO5-PO7 £17,151 5 £20,988 +, £792.L.W. 
You will lead a team of 7 responsible for work with,the private sector, 
including financial assistance and training, liaison with other agencies, and 
working with employers and employees from ali communities and trade 
unions. You should have management and business appraisal experience, 
as well as good analytical, communication and negotiating skills. 
Ref: EDS/1. 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICE. | 


(3 POSTS) 
$O2-PO4 £12,432-£17,151 + £792 L.W. 


Normally appointment will be at PO 1: the SO2 grade is reserved for 
trainees. 


COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE TEAM I 


You will be involved in developing and appraising Co-ops and community 
enterprises, in a multi-racial environment, helping them to obtain funds 
from the Council and elsewhere, and advising on related issues. Experience 
of this sector and the ability to analyse business plans and financial infor- 
mation is crucial; knowledge of relevant training would be an advantage. 
Appointment may be to the upper end of the range grade. Ref: EDS/2. 


PUBLIC SECTOR TEAM 


You will be helping to prepare 7 Council Services for Compulsory Competi- 

tive Tendering, working with a wide range.of interests. Experience of one 3 
Or more public sector environments is essential, and you will need well a 
developed analytical, statistical, communication and organisational deve- 

lopment skills, and an appreciation of training management. issues.- 

Ref: EDS/3. 


3 CENTRAL SUPPORT TEAM 


You will provide the principal support to the Team Leader with responsi- 
bility for staffing, administration procedures, publicity and management 
information. Experience in at least 2 of these fields is essential. Good com- 
munication skills are required. Ref: EDS/4. 


ADMINISTRATOR [PART TIME) 


| #- H 
Scale 3 — SO1 £7,122-£12,075 + £792 L.W. 
17; hours per week — salary pro. rata. 
You will provide administrative support essential to the smooth running of 
Haringey Cricket College, including typing, basic accounts work, filing and 
preparing invoices for payment. Experience in these areas is essential — you 
should also have experience of, or be willing to work closely with young 
people including those from black and ethnic minority communities. Ref: 
EDS/5. és 


All candidates must demonstrate an awareness and commitment to the 
requirements of working effectively in a multi-ethnic environment. 

We are particularly anxious to attract people with disabilities in order to — 
further our work with this priority group. 


For further details and an .application.form.please write to: 
The E.D.S., Central Support Team, 72 Lawrence Road, 
London N15 4TP, or ‘phone 01-802 3191 ext 132. 
Quoting the appropriate Ref. No. 


Closing date August 19th, 1988. 
“Haringey is working towards becoming an equal opportunities employer. Applicants are con- 
sidered on the basis of their suitability for the post with equal opportunities for all, including 


women, black people, people from ethnic communities, lesbians and gays and people with dis- 
abilities, and regardless of marital status, age, religion, class and unrelated criminal conviction.” 
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HOLIDAYS 

THORNBURY HALL HOTEL, Churnet 
Valley. Specialised facilities for all disabi- 
lities. Companion service available (no 
extra cost) to allow all the family to en- 
joy themselves. Conference facilities and 
study/craft courses available on request. 
Colour TV in all bedrooms, single rooms 
available. Games room. Hotel stands in 5 
acres of ground amidst beautiful 
countryside. Prices from £21.50 a day 
full board. For a brochure contact Thorn- 
bury Hall Hotel, Lockwood Road, Kings- 
- ley Holt, Stoke-on-Trent, ‘Staffs ST10 

_ 2DH, tel: (0538) 757220. 


HOLIDAY, BUY OR LEASE for ten years 
(at today’s prices) a beautiful apartment 
in fantastic “Mar y Sol” health and fitness 
complex in sunny Tenerife. Purpose 
built for wheelchairs, medical super- 


vision, accessible pools, saunas, gym- 
nasium, and, adapted minibus. 300 
metres from Los Cristianos beach. 
Brochure: Lynne James, 7 Overpool 


Road, Ellesmere Port, South Wirral L66 


1JW, tel: 051-339 5316. 


FOR SALE 
USED CARS from £3,000. For a selec- 
tion of new and used Chairman cars con- 
tact GOWRINGS MOBILITY INTER- 
NATIONAL. “Travel in your wheelchair 
in your car.” Dial 100 and ask for Free- 
phone Gowrings. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS/SCOOTERS/ 


BATTERY CARS. All makes, models want- ‘ 


ed and for sale. Nearly new, hardly used 
from half price. Demonstrations and col- 
lections. Free advice. All areas. Contact 
Mr Gibbons. Tel: 021-357 4965 anytime. 


CHAILEY HERITAGE 


PROFESSIONALS OPEN DAYS — November 1-3 1988 


These three Open Days for educational, social services and health care Professionals will 
mark the 25th Anniversary of the Rehabilitation Engineering and Occupational Therapy 
Unit. Seminars, demonstrations and discussions will provide a review of current practice 
and recent and continuing developments in the wide range of activities at this establish- 
ment for physically handicapped young people. Included will be specialised seating, 
interface technology, augmentative communication, computers in the school, indepen- 
dence training and applications of Conductive Education techniques. ; 

* ~ Write or phone for further information, fees, outline programme and local accommoda- 


tion list. Attendance may be for 1,2 or 3.days. 


Mrs. D. Blake, Rehabilitation Engineering Unit, Chailey Heritage, North Chailey, Lewes, 


| East Sussex BN8 4EF. (082-572 2112 extn. 210). 


tions from disabled people. 


Further details. . 
Tel. 387-5911. Closing d 
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Community 


This is a new position to ensure consulta- 
tion, participation and effective advocacy 
for disabled people. You will need under- 
standing and experience of statu- 
tory and voluntary activity on 
disability and good com- 
munication skills and team 
work. 

As black people are under- 
represented in this area ap- 
plications are particularly 
welcome from this‘ group %F 
under Section 38 2(b) of the 
Race Relations Act. 

Only applicants with a disability will 
be considered. es 
Job details are available on tape and in 
braille. “> 


Post No. 300578 
Salary: PO(A) £12,804—£13,812 


tions/parliamentary proceedings and so on. 


in the Authority's policy, is essential. 


Section 38 (1) (b) applies. 


at) th 


The Council operates a Trade 


pat 


London’s information service on the arts for dis- 
abled people requires. an-assistant for their 
Information Officer. 24 

The applicant should have an interest in the 
arts, typing skills, a good telephone manner and 
P be able to act as a speech facilitator for the 
‘73 Information. Officer. Computer skills would be 
ee '- 3 0.5m advantage but full training willbe given. 
ARTSLINE is based in a fullyac¢essible office and positively welcomes applica- 


Salary £10,800 p.a. (pro rata) for 3 full days per week. : 


and job description from 5 Crowndale Road, NW1 1TU. 
‘or.applications 19th August. 


SHAS AST 


is seeking an energetic and imaginative 


DEVELOPMENT WORKER FOR ESSEX 


Application Form from Shape East, Eastern Arts Association, Cherry Hinton Hall, 
Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge CB1 4DW, Tele: 0223 215355 


Liaison Officers 
(Disability Unit) | 
£14,673-£15,705 pa 


Winn Wembley, Middx HA9 9BR return- 


KIRKLEES METROPOLITAN COUNCIL 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES UNIT 


INFORMATION AND 
RESEARCH OFFICER 


Kirklees House, Market Street, Huddersfieid 


Required to work on a wide variety of equal opportunities issues. 

The purpose of the post is the provision of a thorough research and information resource for 
the Unit including gathering, organising and interpreting information and statistics, carrying 
out research and developing policy on equal opportunities issues. ° : 
In addition to basic research skills the post will involve liaising with officers and the public, 
report writing, devising proéédures td moiitor policy development and monitoring publica- 


Active support of, and positive behaviour towards all Equal Opportunities issues as outlined 


Application forms and further details are available from Common Services Section, Kirklees 
House, Market Street, Huddersfield, HD1 2TG Tel: (0484) 22133 ext 2279 where completed 
forms should be returned by 12th August 1988. 

Kirklees District provides services for a multi-racial area and employees of Asian and Afro 
Caribbean origin are under-represented in Research posts at this level. We should therefore 
welcome applications from members of these groups. Race Relations Act 1976 Exemption 


Kirklees operates an equal opportunities policy full details of which will be supplied to all applicants. 
Union Membership Agreement. 


cH 
> Bess 


Brent is an Equal Opportuntiy Em- 
ployer. Applications are wlecome 
from candidates irrespective of 
race, nationality, ethnic or 
national origins, age, 
marital status or gender 
and from lesbians and 
gay men and disabled 
persons. Job Sharers 
welcome. 
Application forms and job 
6 descriptions from the Per- 
S| sonnel Division Room | Brent 
Town Hall Annexe, Kings Drive, 


able by 19th Aug. 88 telephone 01-903 
0371 (24 hour Ansafone service). Refer- 
ence number C/677 must be quoted. 


London Borough of 


BRENT. 
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SPEEDWELL ELECTRIC GO-KART. 
Suitable for 5 yrs — teenage. £450 ono. 
BEC 17" powered wheelchair, extra sup- 
ports, £400 ono. MALDEN MONARCH 
Go-Kart, £150. Tel: (092575) 3945. 


AUTO-LIFT BATH CHAIR. As new, 
£199, cost £400. Tel: (0296) 613597. 


DELUX ELVA THREE WHEELER, 
almost new, £900. Tel: (0553) 672708. 


D-REG 1.6 FORD ORION, sun roof, 
20,000 miles, excellent condition. Hand 
controls. fitted. £5,600. Tel: (0626) 
51871 evenings. 


CARTERS CRUISER WHEELCHAIR, 
kerb climbers and charger. New batter- 
ies. £800. Little used. Tel: Rotherham 
(0709) 366700. 


IMMACULATE BATRICAR, heavy duty 
batteries, spare wheel and carrier, wing 
mirror, shopping bag bracket, charger, 
£650 ono. Tel: Bradford (0274 ) 496667. 


ALVEMA 208 CHILD’S folding wheel- 
chair. Excellent condition. Suit 3 — 7 yr 
old. £400. Ring 01-359 9145. 


BEKKER HAND CONTROLS. Brake and 
accelerator. £50. Tel: Basildon (0268) 
557430. 


VESSA VITESSE ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
Model RA. Fully serviced. £300 ono. Tel: 
Watford (0923) 240972 or (0923) 
245191. 


ELVA ELECTRIC SCOOTER, new in 
February, can no longer use, cost £700, 
will sell for much less. Tel: Weston S 
Mare (0934) 416079. 


WANTED 
CALLING ALL INFORMATION OFFIC- 
ERS working with groups for or of peo- 
ple with disabilities: a freelance journal- 
ist working in commercial. radio in 
Leicester wishes to hear from you with a 


- view to publicising the work of your 


organisations in short radio features to 
be broadcast in the near future. Please 
send your press releases, information etc 
to: David Preston, c/o Opportunities for 
the Disabled, Insurance House, 125/129 
Vaughan Way, Leicester LEI 4SB. 


FIND A FRIEND 
To reply to a Find A Friend advert, indi- 
cate the Box Number clearly, mark the 
envelope Private & Confidential and 
send it to Disability Now, address on 
back page. 


YOUNG DISABLED GUY, 23, em- 
ployed, drives own car, wants to meet 
non-smoking woman of around same age 
in Tunbridge Wells, East Peckham area. 
My interests include sport, socialising, 
music and current affairs. Box No 523. 


YOUNG WEST GERMAN man, 29, in a 
wheelchair after an accident in 1979, 
who like to write to young people who 
are in a similar situation. Box No 528. 


42-YEAR-OLD MAN, had poliomyelitis 
(and, very rarely, epilepsy) who likes 


_ fishing, television and driving, uses 2 


sticks or a wheelchair, is, looking Or a 
steady, lasting relationship with a physi- 
cally disabled or able-bodied lady. Box 
No 532. " 


60-YEAR-OLD WIDOW, active arthritic 
car driver, would like to correspond with 
amputee male (or any disability), aged 
65/68, for friendship, holidays, home/ 
abroad. Melton Mowbray/Notts/ 
Leicester area. Box No 533. 


CAR CRASH VICTIM (29) would like to 
write to and meet a young lady in her 


AHANDICAPPED —7=—— 
CHILD? Rise 


'| 1 find Nannies and Mother’s Helps for 
families with special needs. _ 
The jobs are demanding, rewarding and 
varied throughout Britain (some abroad). 


The carers are dedicated, trained/ 
untrained, experienced/inexperienced, 
but all requiring “more than just a job”. 
Please phone Torna Russell-Hills on 
01-221 5894 or send A4 S.A.E. to 
Special Care Agency, 1st Floor, 

45 Pembridge Road, 

London W11 3HG. 


Member F.R.E.S. EMP AGENCY | 


LET US TRY AND HELP 
YOU FIND A PARTNER 


All enquiries to: HANDIDATE 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2PB 
Telephone: (0473) 226950 


twenties or late teens. I do not drive now 
So it might be helpful if she does. I have 
my own flat and she could stay here. Box 
No 534. : 


DANISH GENTLEMAN, living indepen- 
dently, wants to correspond with a group 
of people in Britain suffering from ataxia. 
There are no groups for people with ata- 
xia in Denmark. Correspondence in En- 


glish or German. Box No 535. 


NICE FUN-LOVING young man, 22, 
with cp in legs only, but can walk, very 
active and drives own car, would like a 
female friend, 18-35 with a view to a rela- 
tionship. Interests include going to fAubs 
and clubs, music and sports. Also wants 
to make new friends, male and female, 
and wants penfriends. Box No 536. 


Disability Access Adviser 


PO 1/2, £13,596-£15,417 inclusive ; 


This new post, based in Hounslow’s busy Planning Department, requires 

someone who will increase general disability awareness, provide practical 

and detailed advice to professional planners and assist in removing the 

barriers that prevent everyday access to people with different disabilities. 

You will also advise the Council’s architects and engineers. 

You will have: 

— experience of physical and/or sensory disability 

— an understanding of how to initiate access projects 

— knowledge of statutory obligations in relation to access to public and 
civic buildings 

— an ability to identify access needs in planning applications 

— an ability to ensure that Senior Management are fully aware of the needs, 
rights and wishes of people with disabilities. 


For an application form telephone 01-577 3136 (direct line) quoting 
ref: PL/16/13, or write to the Borough Planning Officer, Civic Centre, 
Lampton Road, Hounslow TW3 4DN. Closing date 5 August 1988. 


Job Sharers Welcome 


2 Hounslow. 


ie 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 


5 


HM Llanthony Road Industrial Estate 
~ Llanthony Road, Gloucester GLi 1SB 


LF 


Manufacturer of Electronic and Computer devices 


ull) 


Urgently require a young, mobile person, experienced in working with severely 
disabled people for customer sales service and support. 


Communication skills anda genuine understanding of disabled persons needs 
essential. Suit C.S.V. or similar. 


Company car provided. 
Write or phone Steve Martin — Elfin Systems Ltd. 0452 411533 


Patchwork is a registered Housing Association, specialising in the 
a provision of both permanent and short-life shared housing. We house 
‘Ey over 1100 people London-wide, mainly single homeless and those 
gn with special needs. We are looking for: 


1 PERMANENT PROPERTY HOUSING WORKER eat 
to be responsible for managing a small. number of mixed hostels in the South 
London area. Housing management experience is essential; a background in 
social work and/or group work with special needs would be an advantage. 


1 SHORT-LIFE HOUSING WORKER 

to be responsible for the day-to-day management of short-life properties in the 
Kingston area. Experience in housing management is essential, particularly in 
either short-life or shared housing. 


FOR BOTH POSTS: A full driving licence is essential. Both are based in our small 
South London Office in SE15. The working environment is relaxed and friendly 
and we have flexible working hours. A car allowance and car loan scheme are 
available. Salary: £12,208 p.a. (currently under review). 6 weeks holiday p.a. 
Non-contributory Pension Scheme. 

Closing date: 2.9.88. 

For an application form and further details, please contact: 

Kathy Morrison, Patchwork Community Ltd, 44B Islington Park Street, 
London N1 1PX. Telephone: 01-359 1545/226 4447. 

Patchwork is committed to a policy of equal opportunities and welcomes applications from 


women, members of ethnic minorities, gay men and lesbians and people with disabilities. 
Unfortunately, we have no wheelchair access. 


London Artists — 
do you need to fund a project? 


APPLY to Greater London Arts 


Application forms and policy and funding guidelines for Autumn 1988 
are now available. Funds are limited. 


Forms and details of types of funding available from address below. 
Please indicate which of the following categories you are interested in: 


Combined Arts — Multi art form activities which include elements from 
both performing arts and media arts (as described below) fa 


Media — Film and Video (for exhibition and training courses not 
production), Literature (events and writrs in schools only), Photography 
and Visual Art 


Performing Arts — Dance/Mime, Drama/Puppetry and Music 
Deadline for applications: Friday 19 August 1988 


Apply to: Project Applications (ref PF5) 
Greater London Arts 
9 White Lion Street 
London Ni 9PD 
@ 837 8808 


ae 


Open College 
offers bursaries 


The Open College, which offers 
vocational courses at home or in 
college, is launching a bursary 
scheme for disabled students. In- 


itially, it will be for people in the . 


Nofth West of England and last 6 
months. 

Support will be assessed and 
paid for by the National Bureau 
for Students with Disabilities and 
many LEAs have agreed to waive 
the cost of tutorials. 

It is hoped that the pilot 
scheme will attract up to 40 peo- 
ple. If it proves popular, OC will 
try to raise money for a national 
bugsary. 

"Yhe Open College began in 
September last year and runs a 
wide range of on-going courses 
(no academic terms) for people 
from school-leaving age to re- 
tirement, employed or unem- 
ployed, with or without educa- 
tional qualifications. The 
courses use workbooks sup- 
plemented by audio or video 
tapes and TV programmes. Some 
need tutorial support. 4 

There are basic skills courses, 
like how to learn effectively, 
opsrate a keyboard, do arithme- 
tic or write well; business and 
management courses, from how 
to start a business or book- 
keeping to more advanced 
courses in marketing or manage- 
ment; industry and technology 
courses; practical child care, car 
maintenance and electricity in 
the home. “Women — the way 

‘ ahead” gives practical guidance 
on new ideas for further educa- 
tion, gaining skills or returning 
to work. 

“We want to promote the fact 
that OC courses lead to jobs”, 
says John Trasler, OC’s north 
west regional manager, who is 
also responsible for special 
needs. “Sixty per cent of our 
courses lead to qualifications.” 


Write to John Trasler, The Open 
College Office, Suite 470, St 
Janes’ Buildings, Oxford Street, 
Manchester MI6FQ, for a 
brochure and information ab- 
out local centres with specialist 
tutors. For the bursary, contact 
the National Bureau for Stu- 
dents With Disabilities, tel: 01- 
737 7166. 


On your marks, get set...the Ron Moore Wilderness Trek mixed disabilities team shortly before depar- 
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ture for the isolation of the North American Great Lakes. Back Row (L to R): Fiona Davies, Myles Nesbitt, 
Robin Everingham (teacher); Middle Row (L to R): Flok de Rijke (physio), Jonathan Chapman (teacher), 
Jemma Loudon, Chris Harrison, Sarah Ashmead (physio) and dog, David Blake, James Clarke; Front Row 
(L to R): Shawn Lambert (teacher), Vivien Mullet, Jenny Dale. Full report in DN upon their return. 


‘Euro MPs vote to recognise 


member state sign languages 


Euro MPs voted unanimously to 
recognise the various sign lan- 
guages of EEC member states, 
following a special debate in 
June. 

_ The case for recognition was 
put by Irish MEP Eileen Lemass, 
chair of the EEC’s Youth, Cul- 
ture, Education, Information and 
Sport Committee. 

She used an Irish Sign Lan- 
guage interpreter — the first time 
one has been seen in the Parlia- 
ment. 

“This is an historic day for the 
international. deaf community 
and one that will live in our his- 
tory and culture,’ said John 
Young, chairman of the British 


’ Deaf Association. 


Eileen Lemass said that by offi- 
cially recognising the national 
sign languages of the 500,000 
profoundly deaf people in the 
Community, the EEC “will open. 
the doors of opportunity. to deaf 


ey” FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
OUR DOORS HAVE BEEN 
OPEN TO CHAIRBORNE 
PASSENGERS. 
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people in their education, at 
their work and in their social 
lives, and will offer new access to 
information through the media, 
and in their dealings with social 
welfare, health and other statu- 
tory services.” 

The EEC. Commission will 
now consider how best to imple- 
ment the resolution and achieve 
official recognition for sign lan- 
guages in each member state. 


Are you funny? 
Can you draw? 
Having wiped the tears from 
our eyes on the departure of 
our Wendy Wheeler, DN’s 
cartoonist for the last 5 years, 
we are now on the look-out 
for a replacement. If you can 
produce satirical cartoons 
that will make people think as 
well-as laugh, send Mary Wil- 
kinson examples of your 
work. You could find yourself 
in print every month. We'll 

even pay you! 


Published by The Spas- 
tics Society, 12 Park Cres- 
cent, London WIN 4EQ. 
Tel: 01-636 5020. 

Editor Mary Wilkinson 
Assistant Editor Karen 
Wingate 

Reporter Julian Marshall 
Editorial Secretary Geral- 
dine Holden 

Circulation Gayle Mooney 
Advertising Jonathan 
Wine, Kingslea Press Ltd., 
12 Dock Offices, Surrey 
Quays, Lower Road, London 
SE16 2XL. Tel: 01-252 1362. 
Typesetting by FMT 
Graphics Ltd., 182 Union 
Street, London SE1. 

Printed by Portobello 
Web Press, Littlehampton 
and 108 Temple Chambers, 
Temple Avenue, London 
EC4. Tel: 01-583 3190. 


| Holiday problems 


The first study in more than 10 
years of the holiday difficulties 
faced by disabled people has 
been set up’ by the Holiday Care 
Service and the English Tourist 
Board. 

A group of experts from com- 
mercial travel companies, tour- 
ist boards and voluntary orga- 
nisations, led by Holiday Care 
Service chairman Mary Baker, 
will look at how best to meet 
special holiday needs. 

DN contributor Merle Davies 
will be the only person with a 
disability in the “Tourism for 
All” group, which will review 
progress since Holidays: the So- 
cial Need was published in 1976 
and recommend action for the 
next 10 years. 

The group’s report will appear 
in 1989. To contribute, contact 
Sue Garland at The English Tour- 
ist Board, 24 Grosvenor Gar- 
dens, London SW1W OET. 


Deaf parents | 

e 
for deaf kids 
Deaf people are being called on 
to foster and adopt deaf children 
in Care. 

The British Deaf Association, 
the National Deaf Children’s 
Society and SENSE (National 
Deaf-Blind and Rubella Hand- 
icapped) have joined with the 
British Agencies for Adoption 
and Fostering in the appeal. 

Deaf people’s experience of 
their disability and their skills in 
sign language and communica- 
tion are being under-used, says a 
working party set up by the 
group in 1987. Very few deaf 
people are approved as foster or 
adoptive parents and many do 
not realise there are deaf chil- 
dren needing foster families, it 
found. — 

Most fostering. and adoptive 
agencies are also unaware that 
deaf people could make good pa- 
rents for deaf children in care, or 
could help them in other ways. 
Agency staff said they. needed 
more advice and information ab- 
out their special needs. 

“Deaf children should have 
the opportunity to belong to, 
participate in and benefit from 
the experience both the deaf and 
hearing communities have to 
offer,” says the working party. 

It'is now preparing a book for 
fostering and adoption agencies 
anda video in sign language. 


4.) e 
BR on right lines 
Disabled passengers will find 
travelling by train from Water- 
loo to Southampton, Bourne- 
mouth. and Weymouth less leg- 
crossing, as British Rail has intro- 
duced 10 new trains with 


- adapted toilets on the route. 


Seating space for a person in a 


’ wheelchair is next to each toilet. 


By the autumn all 24 trains on 


the fast and semi-fast Waterloo— ___. 


Weymouth service will have the 
facilities. 

Meanwhile a BR spokesman 
for the Waterloo — Weymouth 
route said disabled passengers 
should still give prior notice of 
their travel arrangements, if 
possible, by contacting Water- 
loo on 01-922 4500. 


THE NEW MANGAR BOOSTER! 
PORTABLE 


— 


The views expressed in 
Disability Now are not 
necessarily those of The 
Spastics Society. 
Copyright 

© 1988 The 
Spastics Society. 


Please send full colour brochures of new and used 


Ford, Austin Rover, Vauxhall, Renault and Nissan FREEPOST, Thatcham, 


Berks. RG13 1BR. Tel: 0635-64464 
or dial 100 and ask for 
“FREEPHONE GOWRINGS” 


(Ss Mobility 
ghana comngs INternational 


For further details CONTACT: Mangar Aids Ltd., 
Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys. LD8 2UF 


Tel: No. 0544 267674 ‘ Sales Dept. : 
Approved by Stoke Mandeville Hospital 
__A British Product shown in the Design Centre London. i 
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